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Bandits storm Plateau market, kill seven, abduct Chinese in Kwara
Allegedly demand N4Gtr ransom for 16 Kaduna captives

From Isa Abdusalami Ahovi (Jos)
and Mansur Aramide (llorin)

O fewer than seven peo-

ple have been reportec

shot dead, while several oth-

police command, DSP Alabo
Alfred, did not respond to in-
iFies.

_ers sustained injuries after |S;I|EANWHILE' bovermor
ndits invaded a market in } Caleb Mutfwang has

urak Campani, Wase Loca
ouncil of Plateau State.

ged Muslim faithful to
pray for peace and prosperity

t was learnt that inci-
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A youth leader, Abdullahi
Hussaini, who confirmed the
development, told newsmen
that the gunmen stormed
the market around 2:00p.m.
on Sunday and immediately
opened fire on those trans-
acting businesses.

He said: “The gunmen ar-
rived at the market in their
numbers on motorcycles.
They started shooting spo-
radically, killing seven people
instantly, while many others
were injured. The gunmen
successfully launched the at-
tack and fled without any re-
sistance because people were
not expecting any security
threat now.

“The gunmen fled into the
bush, but police personnel
have been deployed to the
community to restore law
and order. We are calling on
more security deploymentin
the area because we don't
knowwhatmay happen any-
time soon.”

Contacted for confirmation,
spokesperson for the state

Our irivestigétibn focused on 'Eme'fhiélé’sJé'séadé'iates,' ICPC witn

in the state.
ppeal, which was con-
=tained in his Ramadan mes-

when the comifrunity was_©
BUbDTnE S m Y W2 age (o the  Muslim
_activities community, reads in part:

“Ramadan is a season of love,
care, supplication. 1 extend
my heartfelt greetings and
best wishes on behalf of the
Government and the peace-
loving people of Plateau
State.”

ESIDES, gunmen have ab-
ducted a Chinese inllorin,
Kwara State.

The masked abductors shot
their way into an isolated fa-
cility at the Eiyenkorin area
of the state, where the for-
eign national had lodged for
over two months,

According toa policesource,
three suspects have so far
been arrested in connection
to the abduction.

The incident happened at
Cherish Guest on Sunday at
about 8p.m., the source
added.

On gaining entry, they
opened sporadic fire to scare

away likely intruders.

The Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO) in the state,
Ejire-Adeyemi Adetoun, con-
firmed that “six armed men
had forcibly entered the
guest house and abducted a
Chinese national identified
as Williams Zang."
According to her, Willlams is
aformer employee of Erkang
Quarry.

She added: “The assailants
utilised the manager’s vehi-
cle, ablack Toyota Venza, with
registration number Lagos
EST 701 HG to transport the
victim.

“Subsequently, our tactical
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Lagos State Governor, Babajide Sanwo-Olu (left); Minister of Agriculture and Food Security, Abubakar Kyari;
President Bola Tinubu; Niger State Governor, Mohammed Bago and Minister of State for Agriculture and Food
Security, Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi, during the flag-off of agriculture mechanisation revolution for food security

and commissioning of a new airport terminal in Minna, Niger State...yeste

rday.
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ess informs court

teams combed the entire
area and its neighborhoods.
This led to the recovery of the
aforementioned  vehicle
along  llorinfOgbomosho
road at about 0030HTs.

“Itis suspected that the per-
petrators employed a
standby motorcycle totrans-
port the victim further into
the bush from the main
road. At present, three sus-
pects have been appre-
hended, and investigations
are ongoing.”

A LSO, kidnappers of the 16

dunaresidents haveal-
legedlydemanded a N40 tril-
lion ransom for release of the
locals abducted from the Go-
nin Gora area of the state.
Addressing reporters yes-
terday, a community leader,
John Yusuf, said the bandits,
who contacted family mem-
bers of the victims, also de-
manded 11 Hilux vans and

150 motorcycles.

This is the first time bandits
would make such a huge de-
mand since commencement
of abduction for ransom in
Nigeria.

On February 28, hoodlums
killed two residents of An-

- guwan Auta in Gonin Gora

and abducted several others.
After the attack, residents
A S T e T

on February 29, blocked the
Kaduna-Abuja highway for
several hours to protest the
killing and abduction.

Yusuf said the bandits at-
tacked the community twice
within the week.

He confirmed: “The bandits
have contacted us. They are
demanding N40 trillion, 11
Hilux vans and 150 motorcy-
cles for the release of 16 peo-
pletheyare holding captive.”

The community leader con-
tinued: “Where are we going
to get this kind of money?

Even if we sell the entire
community, we cannot raise
N40 trillion. Even Nigeria, as
a country, has never made a
budget of N40 trillion.

“The abductions happened
twice within a four-day inter-
val. During the first amtack,
three people were kid-
napped, while in the second
amack, 13 people were ab-
ducted, bringing the total
number of people being held
captive to16.”

He explained that the com-
munites in Bimnin Gwari are
surrounded by bushes that
serve as hideouts for the ban-
dits, adding that the estab-
lishment of a military base
would tackle the criminal
operations in the area.

Adebayo tasks Tinubu on security

MID growing insecurity,
Apresidential candidate of
the Social Democratic Party
(SDP) in the 2023 general
elections, Adewole Adebayo,
hasreminded President Bola
Tinubu that he has a consti-
tutional duty to maintain law

might be, they should be
able to keep order on the
streets. However mischie-
vous and evil the kidnappers
might be, it should be ssen
that there is government’s
presence. You don't need
your opponent to criticise



