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From Obinna Nwaoku, Port Harcourt ~ Although four people were

A HIGH Court sitting in _ arraigned for the kidnap of
Al prt “Harcourt, Rivers  the late Ogbobula in June

State, yesterday, convicted 2017, only the first, the sec-
and sentenced three mento ond and fourth defendants

death by hanging for kid- _were convicted, while the

napping and  murder. —third defendant was dis-
The trial judge,MoninaDan- _ charged and acquitted of all
agogo, convicted the three eharges.

_men, identified as Boma__ Inhis verdlct the judge, in
Thompson, Emelike Mathias,__ respect to count one (con-
and Daniel Thankgod on a  spiracytokidnap), convicted
fourcount charge of con- and sentenced the first, sec-
spiracy to kldnap, kidnap- ond and fourth defendants
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ping, cons “to seven years imprisonment
and murder of thelate Abbot - with no option of fine.

C_)ngbJ.Lla_- In respect to count 3 (con-
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Three kidnappers to die by hanging in Rivers

spiracy to murder the late
Abbot Ogbobula), the con-
victs were sentenced to 14
years imprisonment with no
option of fine.

In counts two and four (kid- |

napping and murder of the

Tate Abbot Ogbobula), they they |
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were convicted and sen-
tenced to death by hanging
or by lethal © injection.

Speaking outside the court-
room, counsel to Goodnews
Nwoka, who is the third de-
fendant, Augustine Ojekudo,
expressed joy over the judg-
ment.




