Imo traders accuse police of killing member

From Collins Osuji, Owerri
A;narket group, under the
egis of Imo State Amal-
%amated ‘Markets  and
raders Association
(ISAMATA), yesterday, alleged
Tthat operatives
Police Co
hind the killing of one of
their

members, Ebere
Chibuike.

~The deceased, popularly
known as Wazzi, a trader at
Timber and Allied Industrial

ere be-

But President of ISAMATA,
Emmanuel Ezeanochie,
flayed the police for not tak-
ing responsibility for the
killing,

According to him, “The po-

ice cannot deny being re-
sponsible for the killing
because all the traders in the
market know them (pohce)
even by their names.”
_He said the market associa-
_tion has severally resisted the
activities of the policemen,

Market, - Nazi, Owerri, was _

Killed, Sﬂhggl_d%n_l_om_mgby
men suspected to be police

 who, according to him, regu-
larly visit the market to ha-
rass, molest, intimidate

P i T

officers, who came to arrest

traders and arrest those who

Some traders forundisclosed —have committed no offence.

Treasons.
However, spokesperson of

the Police, Henry Okoye, and
his National Drug Law En-
forcement Agency (NDLEA)
counterpart, Shehu
Lamuwa, denied involve-
ment.

Okoye said: “Information
we have gathered so far indi-
cates thatit wasn't the police
that shot the trader. How-
ever, the DPO in charge of the
area has since mobilised to
the scene for on-the-spot

analy31s and discreet investi-
gation.”

Ezeanochie said he could
- have mobilised his members
for a protest against the inci-
dent but decided to toe the
line of dialogue considering
the security condition in the
state.

He said: “I don’t know what
to tell them if they deny
being responsible for the
killing. Who doesn’t know
them by their faces in the
market? There is no week
that passes without the po-
lice visiting the market and
harassing and intimidating
the traders.”




