Pandemonium as security operatives
From Collins Osuji, Owerri the market,

It was further gathered that
'HERE  was pandemo
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ber and Allied Industrial™
Market, Naze, in Owerri. fol.
Jowing the killing of a
__trader, Ebere Chibuike, by a_
bullet“accidentally * dis- Tnfortunately,a pellet from
charged by yet to be identi- the shooting landed on the
fied security operatives. victim’s chest, leading to his
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thevictim, who hailed from The incident sent shock-
Onicha in Ezinihitte Local  waves through the market,
Council of the state was resulting in widespread out-
killed at his business prem-_ rage among the traders,
Ises. who took to the streets
An_eyewitness said his . protesting the tragedy and
death resulted £ demanding justice.
tempt by security opera-  An eyewitness, who spoke
tives to arrest some traders . on condition of anonymity,
in the market over undis-  said: “We were at our vari-
closed reasons, but werere-  ogus shops this morning
sisted by their colleaguesin  when some police officers

bly avold being lynched by
the mob that the said secu-
rity personnel started shoot-

kill trad

iLwas in attempt to scare.
the people away and possi-
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came to make an arrest. We
were all pleading for the
freedom of our colleagues
arrested, the next thing we
heard was a gunshot. We
found that the trader had

" been shot on the spot, and
we took him to hospital

where he was confirmed
dead.”

Also, the victim’s uncle,
who spoke with newsmen,
expressed disbelief over the
incident and called for jus-
tice.

He said: “] heard about this
development aboutan hour
ago, when I returned from
work. | quickly rushed down
to the scene. This is a mar-
ketplace, and I don’t under-
stand this harassment.”

President of the market,
Chief Ezejiofor Elias, said:
“Just this afternoon, I got a

call that the police shot one -

of our members. I inquired
about what led to his death,
and they told me that the
police frequently come
around to harass people.
“The late Ebere was at his
shop. If the deceased had
done something wrong,
they would have met with
the market leaders. We were
surprised that the police
came and shot Ebere. we
don’t want to take the law
into our hands. We call for
justice. We are not happy
with what is happening ”
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