News

Two Die As Fresh Crisis Erupts In Taraba

» Stakeholders Urge Elite To Speak Out, Express Sadness Over Killings

From Charles Akpeji, Jalingo
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Confirming the report, the
state Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Abdullahi Us-
man, described the attack as
“ a gorilla welfare,” adding
that many anti-riot police-
men had been deployed to
the area.

He said apart from the po-
licemen, heavily armed sol-
diers and other
security operatives were
drafted to the troubled com-
munities.

1

the service of mercenaries
from the neighbouring Lau
Local Council, and this has
led to the killings of no fewer
than two persons,while
some villages burnt beyond
recognition.

Villages razed at the time of
filing this report, included
Garin Marwa, Sarkin Kudu,
Sallamin Kala and Yashi
Pena.

Sources from the communi-
ties described Karinjo’s ac-
tion as shocking.

It would be recalled that
peace eluded the two com-
munities the day the imme-
diate past governor of the
state, Darius Ishaku, created
a chiefdom for the people.

One of the youth leaders,
Seth Sule, who alleged that
several domestic animals
were carted away, pleaded
with government to wade
into the crisis.

Meanwhile, stakeholders
from Ussa and Donga local
councils of Taraba State, as
well as the Yangtu Special De-
velopment Area of the state,
have frowned at the alleged
lukewarm attitudes of elite
towards the ongoing killings
and destruction of property.

Stakeholders, made up of
the Catholic Bishop of
Wukari Diocese, Most Rev.
Mark Nzukwein; Rev Fr. An-

thony Bature; Thomas
Yamsa; Jolly Butuh; Magaji
Yerima; Jonah Mbatswen,
and others, said: “We chal-
lenge the elite in the state to
rise up and close ranks
among themselves and con-
tribute their quota in the
peace-building process.”

They made their positions
known via a resolution after
a one-day interactive forum
in Wukari Local Coundil of
the state.

They urged the elite to
cease from folding their
hands on their chest while
innocent citizens are being
massacred. :

“ Their prolonged silence
over security challenges and
destruction of lives and
property in Southern Taraba
is no longer golden,” they
said.
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