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' Confusion as strange deaths rattle Enugucommunlty/

From Lawrence Njoku, Enugu
HE peace of Amukwu vil-

lage in Abor, Udi Local

dinator of electricity matters
in Abor, was said to have been
hit by a strange illness after

T

Lounc1l of Enugu State has

beenrattled, following récent

I€aving his farmland and was

~———Pdshed to the Ark of Life Hos-

Strange deaths thatclaimed a

tmm tatin Ngwo, where he died
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On the day Peter died, the
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The Guardian learnt that
Peter Okolongwu, his wife,
Petronilla, their nephew and
niece, who were living with
them, all died days apartin a

strange and mysterious way

that has thrown the commu- | . o o
nity into confusion, worries = 101 Hospital 1n gu

and mourning.

The situation has forced
community members to em-
bark on a search to unravel
the mysterious deaths.

It was gathered that while

Peter died a day after he was

hit by a strange illness at the
hospital on January 18,2023,
his wife died a day after, from
similar circumstances at a
different hospital, followed
by their niece and nephew.

Peter, a techmcxan and coor-

next day.

wife, a senior staff of the In-
stitute of Management and
Technology (IMT), Enugu, de-
veloped similar clinical man-
ifestations and died
moments after she was
rushed to the Niger Founda-

January - 19, 2023.
Similarly, children of the de-
ceased, Favour Okolongwu,
15, and Boy Okolongwu, 12,
were not taken to the hospital
and they all died.
Jolted by the development,
the community had en-
dorsed autopsies for Peter,
Petronilla and Favour, while
they buried Boy and reported
the matter to the police.
President General of the
community, Ozo Bonaven-
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The late couple

ture, told The Guardian that
the matter has also been es-
calated to the Ministry of
Health and the State ‘s Dis-
ease - Control  Agency.
He said: “The entire commu-
nity was devastated by this
tragedy. One thing that was
clear to all is that the deaths
were strange, as they weren't
sick, but died hours apart. To
ascertain the root cause of
these mysterious deaths and
pPr cvent flll ure occurrence,
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the matter was reported to
the police by some family
members and a coroner in-
quest ordered. Some govern-
ment health authorities were
also alerted
“Officials at the state’s Dis-
ease Control Agency came to
the community and asked
questions; the police also ob-
tained their information.
Later the Nigeria Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) offi
cials came from Abuja to th
community and took sam-
ples from everyone that had
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connection with deceased.
They thought it could be an
epidemic.

“Itis more than two months.
As I speak to you, none of
these efforts have yielded
anything. We have not been
able to unravel the course of
the mysterious deaths. The
Disease Control office, Abuja
informed us that it was not
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an epidemic.”
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