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Three days to presidential election,
gunmen burn houses in Imo

REE days to the presiden-
tial/National Assembly
elections in Imo State,
unidentified gunmen burnt
houses and shot sporadically
at night, terrifying people. It
was gathered that the inci-
dent started at the weekend
in Okigwe Council of the
state.

The latest happened in the
early hours of yesterday, in
Amagu, lhube Community,in
Okigwe Council, where a
house, belonging to the state
Commissioner for Youths

and Sports, Emeka
Okoronkwo, was set ablaze by
gunmen.

The arson has been linked to
the ‘no-election’ threat by
gunmen, who have been on
rampage in the six councils of
Imo North Senatorial District,
warning there will be no elec-
tion in the South East.

Residents had raised the
alarm that gunmen shot spo-
radically at night, causing
fear in the people.
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Also, there have been
reports of killings and attacks
on candidates of political par-
ties in the area. The Labour
Party (LP) candidates were
said to have suffered more
attacks, following the myste-
rious death of the LP candi-
date for Okigwe State
Constituency, Chukwunonye
Iruonu.

Recall that a convoy of a for-

the bodies burmt—

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the state Police Public
Relations officer, Henry
Okoye, linked the attacks to
members of the Indigenous
People of Biafra (IPOB).

Police said: “On February 2,
at about 05: 30 hrs, the pro-.
scribed IPOB and its armed

sport, Emeka Okoronkwo;
former Director of
Department of State Services
(DSS), Emeka Ngwu, while
one Grace Ngwu, who was in
the house of the former DSS
director, during the attack,
was burnt beyond recogni-
tion.

“Preliminary investigation

affiliate, Eastern Security

Network (ESN), attacked and _

mer_governor of the state,
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Over 600,000 ben

From Gordi Udeajah, Umuahia
BOUT 600,000 persons
in Abia State, including

school pupils, have, so far,
benefited from Federal
Government’s  National
Social Investment
Programmes (NSIP), com-
prising School Feeding (SF),
N-Power (NP), Government
Enterprises Empowerment

burntth the fo

ing at Ihube, Okigwe: Obinna
Obiaraeri; the state
Commissioner for Youth and
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is ongoing, and intelligence-
led patrol has been intensi-
fied to unravel identities of
perpetrators of this dastardly
act, and bring them to jus-
tice.”
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Beneficiaries stage thank you ma

the Poor and Vulnerable
(GTPV), over the last seven
years.

This was made known, yes-
terday, by the state NSIP
Focal Person, Chinenye
Nwaogu, when beneficiar-
ies, in their numbers from
the state’s 17 councils, came

tion to President
Muhammadu Buhari. They
marched along the streets,
and held a rally at Ibeku
High School, while com-
mending Federal
Government for the social
intervention schemes.
Nwaogu noted that while



