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One killed, policemen injured, vehicles burnt as

Police, Yoruba Nation activists clash in Ojota

Fasehun, Adams' factions of OPC deny involvement in fracas

From Seye Olumide, South-West

Bureau Chief, (Ibadan) and

Eoiola Do, (Lagos) &ad (RRS)  promptly
y +—stepped in to disperse the

%105‘[ two years |_unlawful gathering and pre-

; es oifl,  Jumoks ventabreakdownoflawand
O\'elemm order. The miscreants at-
“member of the Nigeria po-  2cked the police, shooting,
lice Force in Ojota lagns‘ gmd destroyed two vehicles
Lduring a Yoruba Natian_ ! the PIOCESS:
Rally, a young man was yes'r, QD€ person has been con.
terday, reportedly killed in__tirmed dead, while twa po-
the same area. m_ihan-by_th&
While the unidentfied man _ 'ISCreants are currently re-

was re rted killed by the . caving treamment. Four sus-.

Cammand has deniec

sponsibility but promised _ commenced.
winvestigare . Meanwhile, normalcy has

The Yoruba Nation group been restored to the area.
had planned to hold amesa— L2gosians should go about
rally at Ojota (o press for self: -

pects have been arrested -the

their lawful businesses as
measures have been put in
place to prevent further
breakdown of law and
order; and keen monitoring
of the situation continues.
“Itis imperative to state un-
equivocally that the Lagos
State Police Command will
not allow any person or
group of persons, under
whatever guise, disrupt the
peace currently enjoyed in
State.

and__investigations _have — “Contrary to the report that

many were killed during the
fracas, I have the record of
one.

“They did not inform us

that they were going to be
in Ojota before the gather-
ing, it was an unlawful gath-
ering.

“We acted professionally,
did what we needed to do.
We got wind of the fact that
some people were disrupt-
ing activities and we went
there. We were careful not
to use excessive force; the
police did not kill the per-
son that died. We did well
and we are investigating the
cause of the death of the
people killed.

“We are also working on
the video of the young man
that threatened to set our

station ablaze.

EANWHILE, the late Dr.

Frederick Fasehun and
Gani Adams factions of
Oodua People’s Congress
(OPC), yesterday, dismissed
as untrue the news that
their members were in-
volved in the crisis that
erupted in Ojota, Lagos.
In separate statements, Na-
tional Coordinator of
OPC/Aare Ona Kakanfo of
Yorubaland, Iba Adams and
President of OPC, Otunba
Wasiu Afolabi, said the socio-
cultural  organisation(s)
were notatall part of the un-
rest that reportedly broke
out between police and sus-

determination but it ended

upina clash that resulted in
burming of vehicles, inflic-
ing injuries on a police and
TRusder.

Itwas claimed that trouble
started when police arrived
the scene and shot teargas to
disperse  the  crowd.

In avideo that wentviral, a
young man was seen alleg-
ing the death of nwo mem-
bers of the group and
threatening to set police sta-
don in OQjota ablaze.

When contacted, Lagos
State Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Superintend-
ent of Police (SP) Benjamin
Hundeyin, said the police
never shot anyone but went
there to disperse the gather-
ing and maintain order.

“Miscreants masquerading
as Yoruba Nation Agitators
came out in their hundreds,
disruptng social and com-
mercial activites at Ojota.

“A team of police officers,
comprising Alausa Division

-

s v

and the Rapid Response

scene of the incident (inse

t'injued policeman)

RS S TR S

pected Yoruba nation agita.
tors.

Reacting to reports that
members of the OPC were
part of the groups that or.
ganised the rally, Adams,
said the rally came as a sur-
prise and it ‘l‘cept everybody
unawares. “None of our
member were partof thecri-
sis.

“Let me clear the air on the
crisis in Ojota yesterday
morning. There were un-
confirmed reports linking
members of the OPC to the
mayhem. I want to state it
clearly that none of our
members were at the scene
of the incident.

“OPC is not against the lib-
eration of Yoruba race, how-
ever, it is a fact that the
struggle for the liberation of
Yorubarace isan inalienable
right of all Yoruba to cham-
pion. We are not part of the
peaceful rally held in Ojota.

“Our position on regional-
ism is very clear. It is sacro-
sanct, because that is what
we are seeking at the mo-
ment. Nigeria should be re-
structured to full regional
autonomy, where each re-
gion will be at liberty to op-
erate at their own pace. It is
unfortunate that the report
was done in bad faith to dis-
Cﬂredit our organisation.”

Just like any other person,
we heard news of the distur
bance through the social
media. When I made phone
calls to my members around
the axis and elsewhere, they
said they knew nothing
about “the  jncident”
“Nobody should drag OPC
INtO a matter that does not
lCOI‘lc_em usand today’s prob-
S\m 1S none of our business,”

€ OPC President said.




