3 Eontroversy trails death of six-year-old glrl 1n Abu1a school

From Odita Sunday, Abuja
HERE is controversy over
the death of a six-year-old
irl
who alleged ied at Star-

tRite School in Federal Capij-
tal Territory (FCT), Abuja.

Already, the family and the
Nigeria Police are at logger-
heads over the circum-
stances surrounding the
girl’s demise.

While the family claimed

thatthe gifldrowned during_ the

aswimming tutorial, the po-
lice said that she died as a re-

sult of food aspiration and

asphyxia.
Aspiration happens when
something you eat or drink
“goes down the wrong pipe”
and enters your airway or
lungs, while asphyxia is a
condition arising when the
body is deprived of oxygen,
causing unconsciousness or
death; suffocation.”

The family, who based their
claims on the footage from
the Closed Circuit Television
(CCTV) installed in the
school, called for the arrest
and prosecution of the swim-
ming instructor in accor-
dance with the law, but the
FCT Police exonerated the
school and its staff from cul-
pability.

A woman, Aderinola Adel-
eye, who claimed to be a

cousin to the deceased girl,
rejected claims by the police,
alleging that the law en-
forcement agency’s inten-
tion was to exonerate the
school and its staff from
what transpired before and
after Modadeoluwa’s death.

Adeleye expressed the fam-
ily’s stance through her offi-
cial social media handle,
stressing that the family had
concluded plan to publish
autopsy report to
counter police stance.
~ She maintained that the
swimming instructor tossed
her multiple times at the
shallow end of the pool and
allowed her to hit her head,
thereby suffering internal
bleeding, must be prose-
cuted.

Adeleye added that the
school refused to take re-
sponsibility for the incident.

According to her, the school
has remained open, carrying
and carried out its activities
as if nothing happened.
She said: “Startrite killed my
baby cousin! She had a swim
day in school, and the
“coach”, who was teaching
herastunt, threw herupand
she hit her head, and had in-
ternal bleeding. We asked for
footage and they released a
doctored tape.
“On November 2, due to the

school's negligence (Start
Rite school), my cousin was
killed. We found a way to get
evidence from the CCIV
footage even though the
school deliberately tried to
cut the scenes of what exactly
happened. Our efforts to ac-
cess justice have been frus-
trated by the school. All we
want is justice. She was only
six-year-old. #justicefor-
Modadeoluwa.”

Another family member,
who identified himself as

David, said: “My little cousin__
had a swim dayatschool. Ap- _ which led
“parently, the coach advised

her to swim as far as possible

“We later requested the
CCTV film and when we ar-
rived, we saw them doctor-
ing the tape. Presently the
school is open like nothing
happened and they aren’tas-
suming responsibility as well
as misleading us.”

Efforts to reach the school
management for comments
were unsuccessful, but the
FCT Police Command dis-
closed that investigations so
far revealed that the child
didn’t die by drowning, but
as aresult of food aspiration,
to asphyxia.
Spokesperson for the FCT Po-
lice Command, Josephine

and swim back, butwhenshe  Adeh, in a statement, said:

got back, he tossed her mul-

tiple fimes in the air at the

“On November 2, Modade
Lawal had a swim day as part

shallow side of the pool, she__ of the school curriculum and

hither head and had internal
bleeding.

LYW

Modadeoluwa Lawal

had earlier celebrated her
birthday that same day be-
fore hitting the pool in the
company of other pupils,
under the supervision of the
lifeguards, instructors, and
teachers.

“At about 11:45 a.m., while
being coached, the instruc-
tor noticed she wasn’t prop-
erly responding as she
naturally would, he stopped
and brought her out of the 4-
2 feet deep poolside to exam-
ine her and noticed she was
having difficulty in breath-
lng.”
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