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VO bodies have been re-
“tovered, while others are

Commissioner blames powerful developer, orders arvest of developers, professionals - as we
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In the safety board of the site
marked LSC/CON/Bj0309, the
name of the contractor, con-
tact were not there as stipu-
lated by the state’s building
guideline.

However, the Lagos State
Commissioner for Physical
Planning and Urban Devel-
opment, Idris Okanla Salako,
yesterday, said the state gov-
ernment would investigate
reason contractor of the col-
lapsed building broke the
seal to the site thrice, threat-
ened the men of the Lagos
State  Building Control
Agency (LABSCA) and contin-
ued the building, after it was
sealed on February 18, 2021.

Salako, who refused to dis-
close the name of the devel-
oper, said: “We have a
developer, who is hostile and
who contravenes the law of
the Lagos State Urban and Re-
gional Planning, 2019, as
amended. He did not get the
necessary planning permit
that will allow him do that,
he did nothave the prerequi-
site authorisation to com-
mence construction on the
site,

“Severally, LABSCA officials
have visited the site and the
attitude of the contractor has
been that of hostility, he has

e we will apply it.
ate. Te collapsed buildin he developer has been

ropping names any time
our officers visited the place;
we have sealed the site three
times and he kept breaking
the seal. Again, what were
those trapped doing on site
that ime?” He queried.
Askedif the developeris big-
ger than the law of the state,
he answered: “You are a jour-
nalist, you must have re-
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celved oneor twoslaps in the
course of your duty, is that
person bigger than you? At
times, these officers will not
reportimmediatelyat the of-
fice, we have had instances
where our officers were ma-
cheted and guns used on our
officers. | have been shot at
thrice in different sites. Iwas
slapped several times as a
juniorofficerin Oshodi-1solo.
So, we are human."
Speaking on measures to pre-
vent building collapse, he
said: “We will continue to talk
to developers and enforce
the law."
Permanent Secretary, Lagos
State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (LASEMA), Dr.
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Collapsed building: Two bodies reéﬁ{}éfé&; others

Oluwalemi Oke-Osanyintolu
T “At 315a.m., we received
emergency calls that aseven-
storey building collapsed
and we activated the Lagos
State Emergency Manage-
ment line and all the key
stakeholders moved to the
scene. When we got here, we
discovered that this site had
been sealed, since February
18,2021

“Six persons were in the
building when it came
down, with combined ef-
forts, we were able to recover
two bodies and we took
them to the mortuary.

“We are very aggressive in
our operation and we are
concerned about saving lives,
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trapped in Lagos

approach ground zero,
our emergency response is
swift, prompt, effective and
efficient.”

Asked why work was allowed
to continue after the place
was sealed more than a year
before the collapse, he said:
“We are going to carry out a
holistic investigation and we
are going to come out with
answers to that.

“l want to assure Lagosians
that we are on top of all the
challenges. We have sophisti-
cated equipment. So, they
should remain  calm.”
Also, Southwest Coordinator
of National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA)
Ibrahim Farinloye said: “We
are hoping to rescue those
trapped alive.

EANWHILE, Lagos State
government has or-
dered the arrest of the devel-

oper and building
professionals working on the
collapsed structure.

Salako, in a statement, after
his visit to the site, said the
developer and professionals
on the building were cupable
for their disregard for the
planning laws of the state,
having embarked on con-
strucdon without a valid
planning permit and ignor-
ing official warnings against
continuing the building
works.

He stressed that under no
circumstances should any-
one construe the filling of ap-

lication for permit through
the Lagos State Physical Plan-
ning  Permit  Authority
(LASPPPA) as a ticket to com-
mence construction, as there
must be avalid planning per-

mit from the aforemep.
tioned agency, inaddition tg
letter of aU[hOl‘iS&l‘iOl‘l,Stagg
inspection atevery stage ang
certification by LASBCA o
ensure that construction
works were carried out ip
conformity with the ap
proval granted.

He noted that while the
state government was inves-
tigating the circumstances
surrounding the collapse,
the police had started a man-
hunt for the developer and
all professionals involved in
the project such as archi
tects, builders and engineers
on the project.

Salako expressed concern
with the pace of disregard
for law and order by actors
in the built sector, stressing
that the state government is
determined to restore sanity
and orderliness to the sector,
where it had declared ing-
dents of building collapse
intolerable.

He urged Lagosians to join
handswith the government
in maintaining vigilance in
the builtenvironment of the
state by reporting any unto-
ward developments in their
vicinity through any of the
Ministty or state goverm-
mentcommunicadon chan-
nels, particularly, the Lagos
State Ministy of Physical
Planning (MPP&UD App)
and the LABSCA.

Also, the Lagos State Police
Command’s spokesperson,
Benjamin Hundeyin, has
said police are yet to arrest
the contractor, but prom-
ised to make his name avait
able to the public afeer
arrest.



