06/05/2022, 13:02 Delta community protests killing of 12 people, as Okowa assures of justice — Nigeria — The Guardian Nigeria News — Nigeria a...

= 9$TheGuardian Q

ience, Nurtured by Truth

Delta community protests killing of 12
people, as Okowa assures of justice

By Monday Osayande, Asaba
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Indigenes of Oleh Community, yesterday, protested the killing of 12 people by
unknown gunmen, following a boundary dispute between Oleh and Ozoro
communities in Delta State.

The protest took place despite the intervention of the state government on the
boundary dispute between the two communities.
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The protest caused serious gridlock along the busy Ughelli-Asaba-0zoro Road and
forced some motorists and commuters to take alternative routes.

The victims were gruesomely murdered on October 12, 2021, on their farmland in
Oleh by gunmen suspected to be from Ozoro community.

The state governor, Ifeanyi Okowa, had at the quarterly media interaction in
Asaba, said it was unfortunate that 12 people were killed in the incident, assuring
that the government was aware of the killings.

He added that the issue was discussed at Exco level, where a Judicial panel of
enquiry was set up to look into it and advised the President General of the
community to talk to his people to maintain peace before the final resolution.

But, indigenes of Oleh community, in Isoko South Local Council, were grieving,
while the victims were about to be laid to rest, barricaded all entry points and
blocked other major roads in the community.

The protesters, mostly youths and women, shut all shops, markets, banks, and
social and commercial activities in Oleh community, while businesses in Ozoro

community were operating skeletally.

The protesters called on the state governor, Ifeanyi Okowa to fulfil his promise of
bringing all those involved in the murder to justice.

The two Isoko communities have been at loggerheads for some time, following a
lingering boundary dispute that has defied all efforts to resolve the issue.

They called on the Inspector-General of Police, the state police commissioner and
the Director-General of the State Security Service, to work round the clock and
arrest those involved in the killings as soon as possible.

But, Ozoro community through its former President General, Nicholas Areh had

denied their involvement in the killing, noting that the farm, in which Oleh people
were gruesomely murdered by unidentified persons was not in dispute.
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