Deaths Mount As Lax Enforcement Of Victims Of Gunshots

By Gbenga Salau - —
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E years after President Muhammadu Buhari signed the
law enforcing compulsory treatment ol gunshot victims
by doctors and hospitals, even without a police repor, |
lduak Oluyede, allegedly died from L gunshot injuries [o
lowing delays in attending to Ter at the hospital that she
Wwas tushed to.i i I
Giving the details of how Oluyede died, an eyewitness and |
neighbour simply identified as Ify said: “We were at the
shop when we suddenly heard a gunshot, But when |
Stepped outside, | could not trace where the sound ol the
gunshot came from. Suddenly, we saw Uduak bleedingas |
s?)_é?n_inro my shop and said we should rush her to a hos-
1
“I'was shocked and could not drive, so, | pleaded with my |
mechanic who was around to drive her to a nearby hospital
where they stopped the bleeding. The doctor said the case
was beyond them and referred us to the Randle General
Hospital. When we got there, they demanded for a police
report, and for her husband to sign an undertaking. So, |
quickly rushed to the Aguda Police Station on Soloki Street
and pleaded with policemen to follow me to the hospital so
that treatment of the victim could commence.
A policeman was wniting the report in the car as 1 rushed
back to the hospital. By the time we got there, she had been
\g':.aced on drip and oxygen, but sadly, she died.”
o date, many Nigerians with gunshot wounds are still

dying in hospitals because of the non-presentation of Police :‘Q\(//
e

~REPOTTS.

__Butin spite of all the legal provisions compelling treat-
Lmenr of gunshot victims, medical practitioners' failure to
comply with these provisions led to the death of Precio
Owolabi from gunshet injuries, on Monday 22, 2019, while
covering the clash between Nigeria PoTice Force, and mem.:

“Bers of the Islamic Movementin Nigeria (IMN). Hewasa S

Tnember of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) serving | -

“with the Abuia office of Channels Television. f

* He finally died after several hospitals allegedly rejected |
= him for failure to produce a police report. ;

" 2 Itwas the same story for is_ea_mc%gﬂmtp_qu |

‘=~ gunned down on the eve ol her wedding, by armed robbers

~~. at Marvland Bus Stop, Lagos.

{ Also, in 2021, a businessman, Anthony Igwe, who lived in
\{_' mﬁ of Ikeja in Lagos, died of gunshot drug to any person suspected of having hull(‘:.l wounds o
injuries because after he was rushed toone of the hospitals jmmediately report the matter to the police.”
in Ikeje. the doctors demanded 2 palice reportand N200.  similarly, the National Health Act 2014, in Section 20,
0 de]

larly in a society where gun control and licensing has not

been eftectively monitored and evaluated.

“The proliferation of arms occasioned by illegal smug:
sit before treating him. maintains that a health care provider, health worker,or  gling ‘;([“Wﬂ"“i and ammunition has been dt‘"’:-‘“‘-‘d““

'Hﬁﬁ‘ie;hbour{who rushed him to the hospital immedi-  healeh establishment shall not refuse a person emergency - several lora, but alkinclusive stakeholders engagement

. has not been properly explored,” he said.
, ; , T dical treatment for any reason, and anyone that goes ) S
ately deposited the money, but the doctors stood thei medical g r ‘
andp&c:a( a pelice report must be produced. He died against the law is liable to a fine 0[N100, 000, 2 jailtermof  He maintained that doctors have a d1{15' to care for, and
gro i E e f : I viction to attend to all emergencies without bias. However,
d family could obtain a police report from gix months or both, upon convi 3 ¢
before friends and family here are lots of medicolegal ¢ ements 1l <t be
g el 2 . i s q R sth 3
= Area F, Ikeja, Lagos Following the widespread outcry over the refusal o treat “ri;ztﬁgtﬁl 0“:: 'S\St :u: LL\.\‘ L“gl‘gunm“tl nll““\‘l;:i 2
/-7— Another victim was Odiri Onosigho, who was shot by persons wha suffered from a gunshot, in 2015, a former E: I" y 5O edout. An ¢ JT]]]\PL;I he issue of ¢
(P med robbers at_First Gate Bus Stop, Festac, A pector-General of Police, Solomon Arase, issucd a state- entiality and general data rules regarding data protec-
\—" a¥ robbers el il bty i i { ) 3 rably
|, arm Couneil in 207 but rejected by hospitals that he was _ment,asking police afficers to desist (fom harassing good-  tion and data sharing. A patient may not be favourably
“— Tocal Council. LI e L K o shot victims to disposed to report as a case of gunshot injury alter he
~t3ken to because there was no palice report. hearted Nigerians that help convey gunshot g ¥
taken to because the as for fallure - 3 has been treated at the hospital. Theretore, the onus may
srving victims of stabbing/gunshot treatment for failure medical facilities. , 3
Denying vict Y ceable to the civilwarwhen e also mandated medical practitioners to treatvictims— be referred to the attending physician who may be
to tender police reporsis ‘[TE’“ andarmed robbery  first hefara L sking any other action breaching the confidentiality clavse it a signed, and
there was a proliferauon o m.‘1rr;:\lnh . ﬂ.nhhc rvand A resident of Lagos State, Adeola John, said that the gov- informed consent of the patient has not been secured
cases across the country. As a resu S servent must find a way of enforcing the treatment of “T st also admit that it is very ditticult to establish the
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v e 2 i . « i i | ') S
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Adenekan, waid
or health viorker
refuses to treat ;1
was going against

“However,
says that w
the health work
to the nearest pol
anyone that presents v
case. This could consurute part
of the delays because police o
cers could start hara
cerned health worl
ing that two hours have
since the case was repo

“50.1f you have a patient that
you have taken in 2sanem
gency. and you do not
how long the stabilisar:
process will ta cannct be
the same health worker that
trying to stabilise the px
that would be required to
the repert,” Adenekan
explained.

He, however, added tha
confusion usually anses in
“emergency care beca
of the people who rem
service (especially prvate hosp+
tals) often feel that once thev
use a lot of their resourves and
consumables to take care of
emergency panents, they n
to be paid immediztely to
tate replenishment. Once th
does not happen, there v
issues because as prv
tals they must sy

Even though sav
of the foremost du
tor, Adenckan asked, “w!
saves these lwes and the
patients cannot
the hospital get the resources
save another hit R
cal condition? S
healthcare provision
Nanonal Heal
vides for
reimbursad, s vet o
feel that s one
but thene are hos

ed

av, how does

s o help gunshot
vichims, A 0 sard the NMA
Lagos State Chapter, routinely
aducates s members on key
isues around trating gunshot
victims, neghgence, and mad-
wal practices

1agas SLate gOVIIment was
contacead onwhat it is doing o
ensure compliance with the
Compulsory Treatmentand
Care for Victims of Gunshots Act,
2017 in order (o prevent avoid-
able deaths, but the Director,
Public Affairs, Ministry of
Health, Tunbosun Ogunbanwo,
did not respond wcallsand a
Mmessage sent to him.
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