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IPOB cancels ‘sit-at-home’, asks
Anambrarians to vote tomorrow

. Security concerns heighten as gunmen kill six policemen 48 hours to election * Southeast govs: Criminals using IPOB's name to kill innccent
citizens® Governorship candidates sign peace agreement * IGP orders restriction of vehicular movements CDD warns security agencies
against violation of voters’ rightse Bianca writes late husband, Ojukwu, asks him to hold Obiano responsible if APGA fails to win

From Lawrence Njoku, Uzoma
Nzeagwu, Osiberoha Osibe
(Awka) and Odita Sunday (Abuja)

MID the brewed mix of
earand optimism ahead

tomorrow's  governorship
election in Anambra State,
the outlawed Indigenous
People of Biafra (IPOB) last
night cancelled the one-
weelk sit-at-home order it is-
sued across the Southeast.
1POB said it called off the or-
der after consultations with
elders, traditional and reli-
gious leaders from the re-
gion. The group's Director of
Media and Publicity, Emma
Powerful, made this disclo-
surein astatement.
Hestated thatitisnotIPOB’s
intention to add to the pains
of the people it claims to
fight forsince all business ac-
tivities would be brought to
a halt with the sitathome
order.

The spokespersonsaid: “Fol-
lowing the genuine inter-
vention of our elders,
esteemed traditional insti-
tutions/rulers and religious
leaders, and after due con-
sideration of the positive im-
pacts of their engagement,
and sequel to the fact that
our clders have spoken in
our terms, the leadership of
1POB, ably led by Mazi Nnam-
di Kanu, hercby and imme-
diately call off the one-week
sit-at-home carlier declared
tocommence November5to
November 10.

“We have equally consid-
ered several appeals by our
mothers who carn their liv-
ing based on their daily eco-
nomic activitics, which will
obviously be affected il Bi-
afraland is locked down for
one whole week. It's never

our intention to add to the
pains of our people, hence -

our decision to suspend the
sitat-home. )
“IPOB leadership is only in-

terested in our referendum
and peaceful agitation for
self-determination, and can-
not by under any guise be
seen to be interfering with
any electoral process.

“The people of Anambr,
should go out en-masse an
peacefully exercise thei
franchise on Saturday an
accordingly, chose a leader
of their choice. They should
not be intdmidated by any-
body, group of persons or se-
curity agents.

“Credible intelligence avail-
able to us confirm that secu-
rityagencies have concluded
arrangement to deploy a
group of armed persons to
unleash mayhem on our
people and attribute the
killing to IPOB members.

“Anambrarians should vote
and standby to protect their
votes. No rigging of any kind
will be tolerated. It must be
transparent, free and fair to
all.

“We, therefore, urge all Bi-
afransand residentsofBiafra
to goabout their lawful busi-
nesses without fear of any
molestations. All agents of
darkness recruited by our
enemies to inflict pain on
our people under the guise
of enforcing the sit-at-home
are herchy warned to steer
clear or brace up for the con-
sequences ol their evil ac-
tion."

EFORE the volie-face by

1POB, it had been days
andweeks of uncertainty de-
spite assurances by govern-
ment and stakeholders that
security will be guaranteed
before, during and after the
election.
nd disquiet_

n election du

ityopera-

licemen in two separate po-  cil of the state, dampening
lice formations in the early “the morale of security opera-
hours of Thursday. Several™ tives gearing up for tomor-
others also sustained gun- “row’s _election_  and
shot injuries. " heightening anxiety among
It was gathered that the * residents. -
hoodlums attacked the_Mo- -~ ~ Oraifite is about 46km to
bile 16 Police force and the the capital, Awka. It was fur-
rea Command headquar- —ther gathered that the hood-

respectively, at Oraifite__Jums also made away with
own, Ekwusigo local coun- the dead officers’ weapons.
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APGA candidate for Anambra gubernatorial ele

_ killed | |1)iumwnh’lm|m'n
yesterday. The gunmen were

The casualties were record-
ed after heavy gun-batie,
which lasted hours, as the
policemen confronted the
unidentified gunmen who
stormed the stations in
many vehicles.

Commissioner of Police in
the state, Mr. Echeng Echeng
could not be reached for
comment on the incident

signing of Peace Accord with candidates of political parties for the forthcoming election. in Awka, Anambra...yesterday.

tate a5 six of thelr_"Membors, Board of Trusteo, Womon In Managomont, Business and Public Service (WIMBIZ), Mrs. lfeoma digbe (left); Mrs. Omobola Johnson;
s_were reportedly  Mrs. Ihukun Awosika; Mrs. Yowande Zacehoaus; Chairman, Board of Trustees, lfeyinwa Ighodalo; Conference Chairman, Lady Maiden Alex-lbru;
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Also, the Zone 12 Public Rela-
tions Officer, DSP Nkeiruka
Nwude, who is in charge of
election matiers, did not re-
spond toenquiriesonthe in-
cident

OWEVER, the Southeast

Governors’ Forum has
said criminals were using
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ction, Prof. Charles Soludu (left): Bishop. Catholic Diocese of Sokoto fScmra:n_'. National Peace
Commitiee (NPC), Bishop Matthew Kukah; PDP candidate, Valentine Ozigbo; APC candidate, Chief Andy Uba; Chairman of NPC, Gen. Abdulsatami
Abubakar (rid); YPP candidate, Ifeanyi Ubah and Chairman, Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC). Prof. Mahmood Yakubu at the
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Keynoto Spoakor, Fola Adeola; Conferonce Chairman, Chiof Folake Solanke (SAN); Mrs. Morin Desalu; Mrs, Mairo Bashir; Mrs. Julia Oku Jacks;

said to have attacked the po-
ha 4

Mrs, Adoola Azeez and Mrs. Toyin Olawoye at the 2021 WIMBIZ Conference on “Celebrating Legacy” at the 201h anniversary in Lagos...yesterday.
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the name of IPOB 1o kill in-
nocent citizens. The Forum
said this while calling on se-
curity agencies to secure the
citizens and the election.
This was disclosed in a state-
mentissued by the governor
of Ebonyi State and Chair-
man, Southeast Governors'
Forum, David Umahi, yester-
day.

The statement read in part:
“We plead with all security
agencies deployed for
Anambra election to please
secure thelives of our people
in Anambra while playing
within the rules of their en-
gagements.

“We are aware that the in-
security in Southeast has
gone beyond IPOB. Cultists,
armed robbers and kidnap-
pers have recruited them-
selves and are using the
name of IPOB to kill inno-
cent citizens, We will not al-
low this to continue.

“We thank the Federal Gov-
ernment and the Independ-
ent Natonal Electoral
Commission (INEC) for their
determination to hold the
election. We will give them
every support and shall help
them to ensure a free, fair
and violence-free election.
We, therefore, ask our peo-
ple to go out and vote for
candidates of their choice as
we have been assured of ade-
quate security measures to
secure their lives and prop-

erty.”

GbVERNORsmF candi-
dates for the poll, yester-
day, signed a peace

agreement in Awka. Those
who were present and
signed the agreement in-
clude Mr. Valentne Ozigbo
of the Peoples Demaocratic
Party (PDP), Senator Andy
Uba of the All Progressives
Congress (APC), Dr. Obijora
Okonkwo of the Zenith
Labour Party (ZLP), Prof.
Chukwuma Soludo of the All
Progressive Grand Alliance
(APGA) and Dr. .Godwin
Maduka of the Accord Party,
among others.

The peace accord signing
ceremony was at the Dora
Akunyili"Women Develop-
ment Centre, Awka, and was
facilitated by the National
Peace Committee, Abuja,
headed by former head of
state, General Abdulsalami
Abubakar (rtd).

Chairman of INEC, Prof.
Mahmeod Yakubu,whilead-
dressing the flag-bearers,ob-
served that without peace,
the deployment plans, Inno-
vations in result manage:
mens, safety of personnel,
security of materials and
above all, eredibility of the
election will be wunder
mined. He gave the assur-
ance that the Commission
was committed to conduct-
ing a transparent and credi-
ple election in Anambra.

In his address, Abubakar

said the signing of the peace
accord was away of reaffirm-
ing that they must conduct
chemselves in a professional
sful manner 2head

of the clection. Abdulsalami
appealed to concerned stake-
holdersto cooperate with [N-
ECand security agencies fora
free  and fair  exercise,

In his speech, the Inspector-
General of Police, Mr. Usman
Baba Alkali, represented by
DIG in charge of Operation,
Mr. Zaki Ahmed, said that
peace must be maintained
before, during and after the
election.

Others who were present at
the signing were Bishop of
Sokoto Diocese, Hassan

Kukah, state security chiefs,
party state chairmen, sup-
porters and traditional
rulers.

NAMBRA at the moment

could be said to be highly
militarised. There are at least
34,000 police operatives mo-
bilised for the election, ex-
cluding  soldiers,  civil
defence operatives, DSS offi-
cers and other security per-
sonnel. At every major
junction in the state, there is

a detachment of joint securi-

ty forces armed to the teeth.

This is aside several patrol
vans driving in long convoy
on the steets and blaring
heavy sirens to announce
their presence. In each of the
convoy is a patrol van dedi-
cated to sniffer dogs and a
Federal Road Safety Corps
(FRSC)ambulance withanar-
moured tanker. Atsomeloca-
tions considered as
flashpoints,armored tankers
are stationed there.

The heightened security
presence is connected with
series of threats over the elec-
tion, especially from seces-
sionist groups in the
Southeast region.

For instance, members of
the Biafra National Guard
(BNG),a pseudo group claim-
ing to be speaking for IPOB,
havevowed that nothing will
make the election hold to-
morrow, insisting that the
disruption of the election is
part of the processes to actu-
alise Biafra's sovereignty.

Exacerbating the confusion
in the state are unverified
videos in circulation on so-
cial media, coupled with
statements and counter
statements by  various
groups for and against the
conduct of the exercise.

Inside the streets of Anam-
bra, however, residents are
freely going about their legit-
imate activities. The motor
parks are a bechive of activi-
ties with many moving in
and out of the state. The state
government had Tuesday an-
nounced twodays public hol-
iday for Thursday and Friday
to enable civil servants travel
to their areas ol registration
to cast their votes.

The markets are not spared
as they are filled with PL’*'I:PE
making;astmmurepurc >

‘ ion for thedays
esin preparatl e
ahead. The petrol stations 2=
gan to witness high patron
age after its OPeTf’mrISI
declared that they won't s€
products after ~ Thursday:

The Guardian, which went
round some areas in Anam-
bra, discovered that it was a

News

écurity concerns heighten as gunmen kill six police

mixed (ecling by residents
over their participation in
the election, even as there
was calm in most areas.
AU Aguata local council,
which is the home of three
leading governorship candi-
dates: Prof Chulwuma Solu-
do of APGA, Valentine
Ozigbo of PDP and Senator
Andy Uba of APC, every-
where looked peaceful.
When The Guardian visited
the Isuofia country home
of Soludo, yesterday morn-
ing, he said hewasinahurry
to get to Awka, the capial,
for a scheduled meeting of
all guber candidates. It was
at the Awka meeting bro-

" kered by Catholic Bishop of

Sokoto, Rev Fr. Mathew
Kukah, that the peaceaccord
was signed.

It was gathered that the
community last night used
town criers to advise its peo-
ple to keep calm, be close to
their homes, and quicldy go
to vote and thereafter re-
turn.

At INEC office in Awka, offi-
cials of the agency were seen
making last minutes prepa-
ration for tomorrow’s exer-
cise. However, except those
on official duties, move-
ments were seriously re-
stricted in the area, as
well-kitted security officers
were used to guard the of
fice.

An official of the Commis-
sion said that INEC was pre-
pared for the election,
stressing that “we allocated
ourofficials to also deal with
cases relating to accredita-
tion and others outside this
complex to ward off visitors
as well as control the securi-
ty of the office.”

EANWHILE, apex Igbo

socio-culturalorganisa-
tion, Chanaeze Ndigbo, has
asked residents of the state
to ensure they exeicised
their franchise in tomor-
row's election.

In astatement signed by its
National Publicity Secretary,
Chief Alex Ogbonnia,
Ohanaeze said: “Ohanaeze
Ndigbo Worldwide had ear-
lier issued a statement urg-
ing the good people of
Anambra to appreciate the
need for full participation in
the election. I am delighted
thatwith time everybody, in-
cluding the agitators, have
seen the need for the elec-
tion to hold in Anambra.

“secondly, the presence of

security operatives is not a
source of threat but a confi-
dence-building  dynamic,
aimed at reassuring the peo-
ple that they are fully pro-
tected.”
AS part of measuresaimedat
protecting the sanctity ol
the electoral process, 1GP Us-
man Alkali Baba has ordered
the restriction of vehicular
movement in and out of the
state from 11:59p.m. today
(Friday) 1o 11:59p.m. on Sat-
urday.

The IGP noted that the re-
striction has become neces-
sa following pointers from
the election security threats
assessments conducted by

[ ‘ ) i g
Hajia Bola Shagaya (left); Chairman, National Drug
Minister, Mahammed Bello; Secretary fo th
the President, Prof. lbrahim Gambari and CI
the public presentation of “Legacies of aLegen

the police, which indicate a

high likelihood of infiltra-

tion by criminally-minded

individuals to the state, be-

fore, during and after the
olls.

The IGP further noted that
the measure would also avail
security forces a firm grip of
the state to checkmate the
movement of political thugs
and touts, and prevent the
free flow, circulation and use
of illicitarms and hard drugs
throughout the election and
beyond.

Babaurged INECofficials,ac-
credited observers, journal-
ists and other authorised
officials togoabout theirlaw-
ful duties as it relates to the
elections, provided they ob-
serve all relevant rules guid-
ing their  deployment,
including visible display of
their accreditation  tags.

He acknowledged that po-
lice officers and other securi-
ty personnel deployed for the
election will be appropriate-
ly supervised to ensure they
carry out their responsibili-
ties in the most humane,
firm and professional man-
ner, especially, to emergency
service providers such as fire-
fightersand ambulance serv-
ices.

HE Centre for Democracy
Tancl Development (CDD)
haswarned security agencies
deployed to Anambra to de-
sist from violating the rights
ofresidentsand voters,CDD's
team of election analysts, led
by Prof. Jibrin Ibrahim, who
addressed newsmen in Abu-
ja, urged security agencies to
protect voters and not scare
them [rom exercising their
electoral rights.

According to Jibrin, “securi-
ty agencies have 1o ensure
that theirpresence is unigue-
ly to protect voters. There
must not be violations ol the
rights of the people. It has
been assured by the Inspec-
tor General of Police that the
inter-agencies security net-
work has been fully briefed
and trained to respect the
rights of citizens and voters.
We believe that is what is go-
ing to happen, but we will be
inthe warch outand if we no-
tice any violation of the
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rights of citizens and voters,
we will take itup.”
EANWHILE, former Am-
Mbassador, Iyom Bianca
Ojukwu, yesterday, wrote her
late husband and ex-warlord,
Ikemba Emeka Odumegwu
Ojulwu, asking him to hold
Governor Willie Obiano re-
sponsible should the All Pro-
gressive Grand  Alliance
(APGA) fail to win Saturday’s
governorship election.

Ojukwu until his death was
the leader and founding
member of APGA. On two oc-
casions, he flew the presiden-
dal flag of the party during
general elections.

In a posthumous birthday
message she sent to Ojukwu,
Bianca lamented the infrac-
tions that have become the
lotof the party, leading to AP-
GA losing its popularity and
membership.

She insisted that what befell
APGA was made possible by
the level of infiltrations by
people she described as
“strange god's" who did not
have the interest of the party
at heart.

She addressed her husband
thus:“Odum n’eche Igbo; itis
with a heavy heart that |
make this communication
with your noble soul, now
resident in the heavenly
realms, on this occasion of
your birthday anniversary,
and literally on the eve of the
gubernatorial elections in
your beloved state, Anambra.

“lam filledwith concernand
anxiety about the current
state of the legacy you leit
Us..our party, APGA. Today, 1
hear the bells tolling, and the
chimes send shivers down
my spine.

“Today, chaos reigns
supreme in our once stable
party; our party faithiul are
despondent and embittered:
and many of them have tak-
en their fate in their own
hands by bolting away from
our party like rats desert a
sinking ship.

"Some years ago, a carefree
former banker called Obiano
together with his locust men
hijacked our political habitat
and plundered and de-
stroyed the house you toiled
night and day to build. They
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men 48 hours to election

Law Enforcement Agency , Brig. Gen. Buba Marwz: FCT
ment of the Federation, Boss Mustapha; Chief of Staff to
nief of Staff to Adamawa State Governor, Prof. Maxwel] Gidads 21
d,” Amb. Bamanga Tukur in Abuja...yesterday.
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brought in their s
gods and made des o
party aspirants bow before
them in a macabre dance of
initiation.

“fkemba Ndilgbo, you stood
for justice and equity, and
fought relentlessly for the
protection of your people.
for the poor and the down-
trodden, yet, these party
leaders always chose to play
dumb in any critical issue af-
fecting our people, neither
did they condemn the unjust
imprisonment and wanion
killings of their Igbo broth-
ers

“Nna Anyi, they removed
your image from our party
uniform, boldly labeling you
a dead man who was no
longer relevant, even to the
beloved party you nurtured.

“Who is that Herod that
seeks to erase your memory
from this noble cause, this
roll of honour, this last stand
for Ndigbo in the nwilight
years of your life?

“Arise, Odum n'eche Ig-
bo..Arise on our behalf. May
this Herod reap the harvest
ofhishabitual treachery.and
the first fruits of the urmoil
he created as he literally sat
back and watched as insecu-
rity overran our space. May
the one who seeks to erase
your insignia and obscure
your legacy suffer the same
fate he strives to inflict on a
man of honour; may he sut-
fer the shame and humilia-
tion he grawitously dishes
out  to  his  fellows.

“Amuiman'Egbe lgwe. inter-
cede for us. The eleventh
tll\lll' [} ll].‘Oﬂ us. We are c]d'
vancing into this electoral
battlefield with untreated
sores and bleeding wounds,
but with our heads held
high. Should we fail to make
it, let it be on record that
Willie Obiano destroyed AP-
GA, an unenviable feat that
will surely haunt him for the
rest of his years. He will go
down in historyas the profli-
gate who frittered away our
collective patrimony- Happy
Birthday, Odum n'eche Igbo,
our hero. May you continue
toenjoyawell merited restin
Heaven's land of the brave.”



