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Ikoyi collapsed building: Serving corps member,
other bodies recovered as death toll hits 22

From Eniola Dandel and
Siver Nwokoro, Lagos and
Ayodalo Atolabl, Ado Ekiti

NPECTATIONS that more

people will be rescued
alive from the rubble of the
2istorey collapsed building,
in Ikovi, Lagos were dashed
yesterday when the lileless
body ol Zainab Oridamola,
the female member of the
National Youth Service Coms
(NYSC), serving with the con-
struction company,
Fourscore Homes Limited,
was pull out and confirmed
dead.
Oridamola was one of those
trapped in the illated build-
ing, whose family members
and [riends were praying
camestly for their sale res-
cue, but that was not the case
as she was among the 22 bod-
ies confirmed dead by res-
cuers at the time of filing this
report.

Her death and two others
frittered away any hope of
other survivors as rescuers
restricted access to the site.

Family members of persons
trapped under the collapsed
building had besieged the
site yesterday, [urious that
rescuers were 5'()\&', as the
operation entered the third
day.

The protesting residents
and family members, who
volunteered to do the search
themselves were, however,
calmed with the arrival of
Governor Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, who got into Lagos on
Tuesday from Italy, where he
was atending the G-20 sum-
miL

Sanwo-Olu appealed for
patience, stressing that the
search was not a normal one.

He said: “This is nota normal
search and rescue ora typical
building collapse. This is a sit-
uation, where the whole
building came down, there
are no pillars in any form
holding anything.

“We feel a lot of concern for
the families wo,there's alot of
psychosocial therapy, people
are upset, angry and uncom-
fortable but I can assure that
we are doing everything pos-
sible. But for the recavered
corpses, we are doing a sy«
tematic process of identify-
ing the corpse and an autop-
sy Is being conducted and we
believe the corpse will be
ready in days.”
Thglécwmygr sald so far, out
of the nine persons rescued,
three have been discharged,
while six persons are under-
going treatment at the Lagos
Island Hospital.

He stressed that the address
of the contractor when visit-
ed was merely a residential
area and there were ajter-

« Contractor's identity unverified, says Sanwo-0lu » Documen
confirms that 15 Floors were approved for collapsed structure
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Mother of Zainab, the late NYSC moember (middie) being consoled by

officials of the Red Cross

ations on the signpost.

He said that the contractor
violated the law guiding con-
struction work as there was
no manifest on the site.

Describing the incident asa
national loss, he said: “This is
an event that could be
described as a clear national
disaster, this is an event
where we can say mistakes
were made from all angles
and it's an event that should
not be happening in a mod-
ern day city like Lagos.

“It has been a difficult jour-
ney for all the rescue workers
and we appreciate their
works and we will continue
to do our best to get 10 the
root of the situation.

“Unfortunately, we did not
have the manifest of every-
body that was on site and
which isagainst the lawOna
daily basis, there is always a
manifest of everybody work-
ing in a construction compa-
ny. It's also difficult to identi-
fy anybody working with the
construction company. No
one has come forward as the
project manager or a stalf of
the developer, and we are
also working without the lull
information of the modus
operandi of the company.
1{:.1: Is why we don't know
the number we are dealing
with or what work they are
doing there,

“It's stlll completely net clear,
but what we know Is that we
have beenableto rescue nine
persons, ik of them are stll
in the General Hospital and
three have been discharged.

“We have asked M,
Gbolahan Ok), the general
manager of the Lagos State
Building Control  Agency
(LASBCA) to proceed on an
Indefinite suspension,
Everyone found gullty at the
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cause of investigation will
face the full wrath of the
law. For us Lo get to the root
of what has happened, a
commission of inquiry that
consists ol persons outside
the government has been
established, and they have
been given 30 days to tell us
what had gonc on,

“The members are;

President, Nigeria Institute
ol Town Planners (NITP),
Tayo Ayinde, Dr. Akitilo Idris
Adeleke, Yinka Ogundairo,
Godfrey O. Godfrey and Mrs
Bunmi Ibrahim, the secre-
tary ol the panel is Mr.
[lundayo Onajobi.
“We have a desk set up where
we want family members (o
submit the names and pic-
tures of their family -mem-
bers. We have designed a
form to be fillec and created
a website,
lagosmind.orgfhelp or
email: help@lagosmind.org,
We are still hopelul because
cach tme they pump oxy-
gen and water Into the
debris so thatil there are sur-
vivors, they will still have the
opportunity Lo breathe, We
don't know when this will be
completed, but we have
enough resources to contin-
ue the search and pull out
the last person, so we need to
keep hope alive.”

In the executive order
signed by the governor 1o
glve legal backing to the
panel n} enguiry, the gover-
nor sald they wIYI determine
I there's full compliance
with the bullding, materlal
lawol the state, Lo determine
I there Is oversight lapses on
the part ol the regulatory
authority, to determine (he
number of casualtles and
examine other matters and
make necessary recommen-
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Sanwo Olu, who was asked
why he claimed the govern
ment does not have the iden
tity of the contract, saiel:“1his

i\.lv.lwu'||Ir|‘\1|rll|.fil‘hliN‘al
contracton should lave come
forware that he works for the
fiem, but nabady has done
that. We know the name but
we don'thave anyather inlos
mation,

“Thereisan address butit's a
residential - address,  and
there's nobody there, I you
check the board, some things
have been cleaned up.”

The governor said the sur-
vivors include, 19-year-old
Benin  Republic national,
Ahmed Kenleku; 21 -year-old
Sunday Monday, who sul-
lered a leg Iracture; 37-year-
old Adeniran Mayowa, who
suflered a hip injury; 33-year-
old Shola Bade Nurudeen,
who has a pelvic injury; 26
year-old man  Odutan
Timileyin and 32-year-old
Waliu Lateef.

EANWHILE, no govern-

ment official could con-
firm the authenticity of a
report which claimed that a
pastor in  charge of
Redeemed Christian Church
of God, Living Water Parish in
Ibafo, Ogun State, Ola
Ogunfuwa, who working as a
contractor on the project and
22 of his workers, were
among those stuck in the
rubble.
The Guardian also sighted
documents, which con-
firmed that only 15 Noors
were approved for the 21-
storey building, which col-
lapsed on Monday,
November 1, 2021,
The document showed that
the state Physical Planning
Permit Authority issued
approval [or 15 floors, three
hllnL'kx ol bulldings to
Fourscore Helght Limited ol
44begl  Gerard  Road,
Southwest Tkoyl on April 9,
2000,

Ihe approval was given for
construction ol 1]|t-T)l1II(1lng
meant for residential purpos-
es. The bullding's address was

aabed  Gerard  Road,
Southwest lkoyl,

The registration number for
the approval was

W200/DO[0 )67 Issued on
April 5, 2019, while the
Development 'ermi
Number fssued on 9 April,
2019 was DUNDOS2442 1V,
The document conflimed
the carller statement made
by  suspended  General
Manager ol LSABCA, Mr.
Gholahan Okl that the owner

44824

of the tuilding got appravil
Tow 15001

{1 wars absar revealed that Ok
only resamed i the agency
two months ago and that it
was the carrent Perimanent

secretary  In the atate
Ministry ol [hysital
Manning and Hrhan

Ih-v--]npm('ul.wlm'.J-wrtl.r.
the 1X, of LASECA when the
approval was gven

1t wias alser discovered that
Governor Babajide Sanwo
Olu had earlier ordered the
buildings 10 be sealed off
and this was done for four

months
FANWHILE, the
National  Fmergency
Managerment Agency

(NEMA), has expressed con
cern over the social media
reportage of the lkoyi Lagos
building collapse without
caution, saying 1t could
cause secondary disaster o
families of victims.

NEMA, which commended
the print and clectronic
media for their wide
reportage of the incident,
said that the reports in some
social media platforms pose
a big challenge to the agency:

NEMA Director General, Mr.
Habib Ahmed made the
observation in Ado Ekini, yes-
terday, during a oneday pro-
gramme tagged: ‘The Role of
Media in Disaster
Management’, organised for
the members of the Nigena
Union of Journalists, Ekit
State Council.

Ahmed, who was represent-
ed by the Ekiti Head of
Operations, Mr Olusegun
Alolayan said that the issue
has  become  worrisome
because most of the reports
were not handled protes-

'.l'nlld”}’
speaking on the tapie, “rhe
rlr.fv ol Media in [saster
Managerment” the Frime ipul
search and Bescue Officer
Tkiti  State  Offce
Simnisaye Azeer, urged jenis
nalists to be painstak;
da due diligence v
ter OCOUrs, 16 provi
ratedataaboutth
the public 16 avert secondan,
disasters :
150, the
hapter of Sexiaba
of Nigeria(SPN| has de
ed the 1mmed
arrest and
officials of the Lag
Physical Planning mut
Authonty (LASPPPA)
as well as other m
and agencies that ou
have ensured that the
oper strictly complied
the building approv
as well s other standard pro-
cedures.
The group in a stat
signed by 1ts Chair
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substandar
violation of ap
avoid arepeatof thistr
aswell as adequate cor
saton for all vicams
disaster.




