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Lamentations as death toll in Lagos collapsed
building reaches 19, nine rescued, 50 still trapped

* Sanwo-olu suspends LABSCA boss, IGP visits, Ghajabiamila, Obaseki empathise with victims ¢ Another building caves in

From Bertram Nwannekanma,
Eniola Daniel and Victor
Ghonegun (Lagos), Msugh -
Ityokura and Mathew Ogune
(Abuja) and Michae! Eghejule
(Benin City)
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“Bodies out of the ru

dead

ilymember:
ered in clusters at the scene
to pray for the survival of
trapped construction work-
ers.

Emotions flowed when Ay-
odele Omotuyole, brother-
in-law.to Samuel Iwelu, one
of the victims, stormed the
scene with the picture of the
man, who came into the
country from the United
Kingdom on Saturday to at-
tend a wedding in Abuja.

The man was believed to be
among those trapped in the
rubble of the collapsed
building.

Also, a woman was seen
calling the names ofherson,
Tunde lsaiah, to come out
alive.

Another woman, whose
daughter,
Oridamola Zainab, isa youth
Corper serving with the con-
struction company said: “My
daughter is trapped here
and we have been here since
yesterday, | want her alive."

However, nine people were
rescued alive from the rub-
ble of the collapsed building
by rescuers at the time of fil-
ing this report.
Rescuers include Lagos State
Emergency Management
Agency (LASEMA), National
Emergency Management
Agency (NEMA), Lagos State
Building Control Agency
(LASBCA) and the Police.

A construction worker,
who survived the incident,
Gabriel Bassey, told news-
men that about 50 persons
were still trapped in the rub-
ble,

While rescue operations
were ongoing, news came
that another building
had collapsed in Osapa Lon-
don in the Lekki area of the
state.

Images shared online
showed that a part of the
building, which was under
construction, collapsed fol-
lowing last Monday’s down-
pour, but there was no
recorded casualty.

But Lagos Depuly Governor,
Obafemi Hamzat, who ar-
rived at the Ikoyi scene,
around IL0Oa.m, yesterday,

:
T was a pitiable sight, yes- i
terday, g“?e?iﬂénts»a%ﬁ' Ll
! ched” —
“~thezi-storey building, which

collapsed on Monday at Ger-
=ard Road, lﬁﬁi,él;‘?ﬁ‘os.
~—SomEtamily members gaT
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assured that the state would
ensure that everyone
trapped in the building is
rescued.

He said: “Our focus is on
how to get the people out.
This morning, we took out
two people and they are re-
ceiving treatment in the hos-
pital. So, in total, we have
taken out nine persons and
two persons have been dis-
charged, but sadly we recov-
ered 10 dead bodies.
“Its difficult to get the num-
ber of people trapped, be-
cause it's not yet a residential
building, but we had people,
whosaid they think thereare
24 people trapped, whilean-
otherclaimed theyare28. 50,
we don't know, but we have
some names and some of the
victims were responding
when names were men-
tioned.

“We understand that some
people came in to inspect
but were also trapped. We
hope.to get more alive. Our
focus is on saving lives and
we are mobilising every-
thing we need to save lives
and that’s why I'm here.”

The deputy governor
stressed that the location
was sealed about four
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months ago because the rel-
evantagency camein todoa
structural test and discov-
ered some abnormalities
that needed to be corrected.
According to him, the sec-
ond building will also be au-
dited in terms of integrity
test and if found wanting,
then the appropriate action
will be taken.
He said: “It is important to
also announce that we have
an agency that is supposed
todo this job and that’s why
they came in around July to
check. We do that regufarly
and we just hope that people
will understand the need for
the state to ensure that we
shut down a building when
there’s an abnormality.”
Contrary to the report that
the contractor applied to
build a 15-storey building,
Hamzat said the contractor
actuallyapplied to build a 21-
storey building.
He also promised that the
state will take full responsi-
bility for the treatment and
medical bills of rescued vic-
tims of the Ikoyi building col-
lapse.
The deputy governor also
visited some of the rescued
victims of the Ill-fated inci-

amuel Iwelu, one of the victims, stormed the

dent who are an admission at
the General Hospital, Lagos.

Hamzat, who spoke to jour-
nalists after the visit, ex-
plained that nine people, all
male, have so far been res-
cued from the debris of the
building, adding that three of
the rescued viclims were
treated and discharge on the
spot while the remaining six
are presently on admission
receiving treatment at the

- Medical Emergency (LASEMS)
unit of the General Hospital,
Lagos.

While noting that those ad-
mitted are responding well
to treatment and doing well,
the deputy Governor noted
that the injuries sustained by
those presently onadmission
are minor injuries, whichare
not life  threatening,
He however mentioned that
some casualties who were
brought in dead have been
deposited at the morgue.

Speaking in the same vein,
the Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Health, Dr. Oluse-
gun Ogboye, who accompa-
nied the Deputy Governoron
the visit, assured the rescued
victims of quality healthcare
service at the facility, stress-

ing that trained medical per-

sonnel are on ground to aid
thelr recovery — process.
HE Inspector General of
Police(1GP), Usman Alkalf
Baba, who arrived at the
scene about 4:07p.m, has
called for strengthening of
regulations to forestall fu-
ture occurrence.
He said: “This is a major in-
cidentand rescue operation
is going on and the police
and other security agents
are involved.So,lam here 1o
sympathise with the famj-
lies of those involved and
also encourage the rescuers.
“We need to strengthen the
regulations that are neces-
sary. If anybady is found to
have compromised, we will
prosecute. An investigation
will  be  conducted.”
Also, speaking with The
Guardian, Chairman, Nigeria
Institute of Architects (NIA),
Lagos Chapter, David Ma-
jekodunmi said they have
tried their best in the insti-
tute in collaboration with
the state governor to check
building collapse.
He regretted that young
professionals of these days
don’t want to go through
tutelage before venturing
into the real estate sector.
He said: “They pulled out
two dead bodies right be-
fore me. We are talking of
material testing, there's only
one material testing labora-
tory in Lagos today. Recom-
mendation were made over
13 years ago to have other
certified laboratories testing
places and we are calling on
the government to do the
needful to stop the men-
ace.”
MEANW]‘HLE, Lagos State
Governor  Babajide
Sanwo-Olu has ordered the
suspension of the General
Manager of the Lagos State
Building Control Agency,
Mr. Gbolahan Oki.
In a statement by the State
Commissioner for Informa-
tion, Gbenga Omotoso, the
governor said the govern-
ment would find out what
went wrong and punish
those indicted in the col-
lapsed building.
Itsaid: “The Governor, as a
first step, has directed that
the General Manager of the
Lagos State Bullding Control
Agency (LASBCA), Mr. Gbola-
hanOki,an architect, be sus-
pended from work
immediately, The suspen-
sion is indefinite.
“Members of the panel will
be drawn from the Nigerian
Institute of Architects (NIA),
Nigerian Institute of Town
Planners (NITP), Nigeria So-
ciety of Engineers (NSE)and
other professional bodies.

“It will iIl(l'f[)f!fl{lr-rllJy in
vestigate the resmote and g,
mediate  causes of g
incident and make pecqyy,.
mendations on how t, pre-
vent future occurrence, The
investigation is not pagy of
the internal probe already
being conducted by the g5
ernment.”

Also, professionals under
the acgis of Nigerian Instity.-
tion of Estate Surveyors And
Valuers (NIESV) Lagos State
branch, has cautioned prop-
erty developers in Lagos 1o
desist from cutting corners
during building develop-
ment.

The group said Lagos has
had enough of a bitter ac-
count of building collapse
leading toloss of livesand in-
vestments worth billions of
naira in the last two decades
as findings revealed that
from 2011 to 2019, over 4
buildings collapsed across
Nigeria with only 21 out of
the 84 occurring outside
Lagos.

The chairman of the
branch, Mrs. Olabisi Demola-
Alade called on landlord, de-
velopers, real estate investor,
housing stakeholder, profes-
sional and experts in the
built environment to em-
brace the laws and intemna-
tional best practices relating
toerection of buildings such
as LASBCA and other relevant
agencies.

Meanwhile, the Minister of
Humanitarian Affairs, Disas
ter Management and Social
Development, Sadiya Umar
Farouq has sympathised
with the people and govern-
ment of Lagos state over the
tragic incident.

She also directed mobilisa-

tion of immediate emer-
gency  response  towards
rescue operations at the site.
The minister, who disclosed
this yesterday in Abuja, ex-
pressed shock at the inci-
dent, announced that NEMA
team from the Lagos office
has been mobilised to assist
with the rescue operations.

Similarly, the Speaker,

House of Representatives,
Femi Gbajabiamila, has sym-
pathised with victims and
relations of the collapsed
building.
The speaker regretted that
the incident happened at a
time the Lagos State Govern-
ment was doing everything
possible to make the lives of
Lagosians safer.
A statement from his spe-
cial adviser, Media and Pub-
lic Affairs, Lanre Lasisi,
quoted the Jaw maker as call-
ing for adequate measures to
forestall future occurrence.
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