) Suspected cultists kill two i

From Inemesit Akpan-Nsoh, Uyo ~lrlor
and Monday Osanyande, Asaba -
_ ' Udo Ekere and Effioyo Em-
KOYO village in Ukana- manuel.
Jfun Local Government  He said: “The people went
Area (LGA) of Akwa Ibom ™ for a night crusade at the
_ State was, at the weekend, ~New Church in Ikot Ese vil-

thrown into confusion fol-

lowing the killing of two per-—

sons by suspected members
of Iceland, a cult group.
The Guardian learnt that the
killing was not unconnected

with resurgence of cult ac-
tivities in the neighbouring

council area of Etim Ekpo.

A source from Ukanafun

___LGA said the two_persons
were indigenes of the vil-

lage.

According to the source,
they met their untimely
death near Akpan Ido com-
pound about 4:00 a.m. while
returning from a night
prayer organised by New
Church in Ikot Ese commu-
nity.

The source identified the
victims as Nkereuwem Ime

lage. They own a gospel band
that some churches and

~event planners hire for their
_occasion.

“After the prayer session,
they left the church as early
as 4:00a.m. on a motorcycle
heading towards Okoyo vil-
lage in Ukanafun Local Gov-
ernment Area, but were
ambushed a few metres from
the church near Enen Akpan
Ido (Akpan Ido compound)
and shot dead.

“The motorcycle rider died
instantly, while the passen-
ger, who fled with bullet
wounds, later collapsed and
died.

“Many people have lost their
lives trying to navigate the
road from Ikot Ese to connect
the Urua Obo Inyang market

n Akwa Ibom

axis that leads to Okoyo and
otherareas in the neighbour-
ing Ukanafun Local Govern-
ment Area.
“It is suspected that it is the
continuation of the cult war
between the Icelanders (th
Red) and the Debam (th
White) because this su-
premacy war has been ongo-
ing in the last couple of
months and, if you check, the
assailant did not steal the

will commence investiga-
tion. As we speak, the CP is
on a familiarisation tour of
Etim Ekpo council area and
has not been told of the inci-
dent.”

ACIMILARLY, a welder, iden-

/Jtified as Ifeanyi was shot
.dead by suspected cultists at

Shekinah Glory street junc-__, ’

“fion in___ Ogwashi-Uku,

Anoisha South Council of

Delta State.

motorcycle or any other valu-
able from them.”

The latest killings brought
the number of cults-related
killings to four in Etim Ekpo
LGA, as two were earlier killed
at Obong Ntak and Udianga
Enem communities recently.

The Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), Odiko Mac-
don, said the matter was yet
to be reported to the police,
adding that operatives
would commence investiga-
tion into the incident.

He said: “We don’t have an
official report on this yet. We

The 30 year-old welder was
reportedly killed by rival
cultists, while working at his
_warkshop on Saturday, but
others including his ap-
prentice npe
safety. -
Sources alleged that thede-
ceased was member of Bag-
ger and was attacked by a
rival cult group in retalia-
tion of murder of one of
their members in an Og-
washi-Uku hotel.
The deceased ,a source said
was allegedly stabbed on
his neck some days ago.
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