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@ Enugu: Mother of four laments husband’s death in Police gun duel with bandits

From Lawrence Njoku (Enugu)

IF tears that dropped from
one’s eves could restore
the dead to life, then Mrs.
Hope Olunwa Ani had shed
enough of it to bring back
her husband from the jaws
of

Thatis probably because; she
had spoken with him five
minutes before the incident.
Iteventually turned outtobe

the last communication she |

would ever have with him as
he had run into crossfire
shortly between the Police

——death. apd some unknown gun-

Although itismore than o men at the Amaechi/Obcagu

weeks since_her-husband,-
~Pastor Benjamin Ani, was vi-
olendy cut down, the
‘mother of four has been un-
able to come to terms with
the circumstances of his
death.

In their Umuonu/Udeji -
Amaechi countrv homeé 1n

Ralice checkpoint on the

- evening of July 20 that took

his life.
Benjamin, a Pastor at the
Omega Power Ministry

_(OPM), Enugu and a Refriger-
ator repairer, had attended a
church programme at a
neighbouring communityin

_Enugu South coundil. where
she lived with her husband,
since their marriage ten
vears ago, Mrs. Hope relishes
in tears as if it is a hobby.

Nkerefi in Nkanu East coun-
cl

At the end of the pro-
gramme, he was accompa-
nied in his car by another

A~ AN vinav_Ald naan 4 dia lu hanaing far

Pastor of the church, Chi-
diebere Nnamani and both
men headed home. They
never got home before they
were felled by bullets in the
encounter.

unfortunate

A distraught Hope told The
Guardian: “Atabout 530p.m.,
I called him on the phone to
ask him to buy us bags of sa-
chet water as there was none
in the house. Five minutes

IGP Alkali

after, his number called me
back. But instead of him
speaking to me, another per-
son was speaking to me. The
person asked if I knew the
owner of the phone and I
said, the owner is my hus-
band. The phone was cut im-
mediately. So I thought he
may have probably left the
phone where he went to buy
water.

“I tried to call back but the
line couldn't go. Few minutes
later, my phone rang again
and it was the same man. He
asked about my relationship
with the owner of the phone.
“I'said he is my husband. He
now told me that they had a
problem and that they were
rushing him to the Mercy of
God Specialist Hospital, Ag-
bani. He asked me to come
there.

“I asked what kind of prob-
lem and he said that at the
road leading to Ugwuagba,
some unknown gunmen
and policemen exchanged
fire. He said my husband
and his colleague were hit. 5o
I rushed to the hospital and
on getting there, | saw the
corpse of Pastor Chidiebers
Nnamani. 1 didn't see my
husband. It was at that point
that a staff of the hospital
told me to go to UNTH, that
his bleeding was too much
and they decided torush him
there; that his nephew, Ejike
Orji took him to the place. |
did not meet my husband
alive. He died before he could
get to UNTH.”

She wept further: “] am now
alone 1o take care of our four
children - three girls and a
boy. Thisis a big blow onme.



