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Indian stabbed in Lagos-Ibadan Long Bridge robbery, dies
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other heinous crimes, have
been recorded on the bridge
with motorists, commuters
and residents of surround-
ing communities at the re-
ceiving end.

Activities of men of the un-
derworld continue un-
abated as morale and tools of
police personnel wane.

The heavy rainfall on Tues-
day compounded the prob-
lem as the robbers struck
around 8:00p.m. with knives
and daggers unfettered,
while the police patrol team
got stuck in traffic.
Some motorists were able to
make a quick detour to-
wards Lagos to escape from
the ruthless robbers, while
many others fell prey._

Among them were an In- |

dian, who was stabbed
alongside  his  driver

Others like Mrs. Akonte angry about the pace of they didn’t find anything

The Guardian learnt that the

Indian was rushed to a
nearby hospital but died yes-
terday.

Ekine, who was driving dur-
ing this incident, told The
Guardian that afterwards, he
left the car and ran back to
Lagos.

“We were just running hel-
terskelter; the criminals
were coming to the cars and
opening the doors. If you
locked the car, they would
break i

eat got
His driver was also injured,”
he __ added.
_Ekine wondered why the
government refused to light
up the long bridge to ensure
security  at
_ Another victim;who gave
isname simply as John, w

nightfall.

bers on the bridge, adding
that the two side windows of
her car were hit during the
operation.

“It happened around 8:00
p.m. | was alone in the car
when the armed robbers
broke my car windows and
demanded my phones and
otherbelongingsafter attack-
ing the car in front of me.

“I was speechless and could
not utter a word because they
looked too dangerous. The
robbers, three in number,

it
“The Indian who came to /ransacked my car unhin-
Nigeria to look for what to [ dered; looking for anything
.stabbed. | theycould lay their hands on.

“The traffic was so serious
that nobody could attempt to
come to my aid. [ could ob-
serve that those around were
helpless as well, sono need of
calling for help.

“After they were satisfied
with ransacking my car, and

ment efforts being putin that
place by the police in Warewa.

He, however, called on the
government to light up the
bridgeas well as put up wired
netsasdone at Ketu and Ojota
in'Lagos, where robbers can-
nothave access tojump down
or come from in-between the
bridge.

Odeh also wants engage-
ment of more security opera-
tives to man the bridge
because of its length, which
might be difficult for the po-
lice alone. Also,a police officer
on patrol said the rain on
Tuesday compounded the
traffic situation as it did not
clear until 2:00 am.

The officer, who craved
anonymity, said the police
had raided under the bridge
periodically without seeing
anyone as the robbers usually
came from different places,
especially the crime infested

According to him, an indi-
vidual assisted the police with
six panel lights to light the
bridge and had gone ahead to
buy some solar panel lights to
put on the bridge for a bit of
visibility for their operation.

He said: “We used to go
round with our bikes. Any-
time we have broken down
vehicles, we sit down with
them until they left. Our DPO
recently procured about 20
raincoats and rain boots to
ease our operations and en-
sure that the robbers’ activi-
ties are put at bay
“The general security issuein
the country is not helping
matters. The rate at which
strange characters are relo-
cating to that area is some-
thing else, and the influx is
something else.”

Spokesman for Ogun State
Police Command, Abimbola
Oyeyemi, told The Guardian
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Tuesday.

“This is the type of oppor-
tunistic crime that always
happens when there is that
type of situadon. There have
been constant raids, espe-
cially on criminal hideouts
around  Kara Bridge.
“We have destroyed many of
their hideouts; we have ar-
rested many, and some of
them have even lost their
lives in an encounter with
our men. It is only that there
is no way total eradication of
crime can take place, but the
ability for us to reduce it to
the barest minimum is what
we are doing.
“That is why we have a 24-
hour surveillance on the
bridge. We have our plain-
cloth men moving around
there. We have people on pa-
trol vans in uniform moving
round that bridge.
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