Fear grips Abuja
residents as
motorcyclists
protest against
killing of colleagues

From John Akubo and
Anthony Otaru, Abuja

COMMERCIAL motorcycle

—operators, popularly
_called ‘Okada’ riders, took to
the streets and protested in

~Karu, a satellite town in the
Federal Capital Territo
k(Fa:) Abuja. =
Lhe protesters forced resi-
dents to stayindoorsas they
barricaded the popular
Nyanya-Karshi d -
Jage-way around the Karu

market, burning tyres and
_ causing heavy gridlock.

The protesters went about
destroying vehicles and at-
tacking innocent persons\

The Guardian gathered that
the operators were angered
by the discovery of two dead
bodies of their colleagues,at

. different times, close to a /
. cemetery around the area,

An eyewitness, Mr. Kola-
wole Ojo, said that the okada
riders suspected their col-
leagues might have been
killed by a ‘known gangster
who deals in drugs” in the
vicinity.

It was also gathered that
the rioters burnt the build-
ing used by the alleged drug
dealer despite attempt by se-
curity agents to prevent
them.



