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said: “l cannot confim
whether ransom was paid or
not. Qur main joy and happi-
ness is that our students are
back”

Parents of the kidnapped
students had on Tuesday
protested the prolonged ab-
ducdon of their wards at the
National Assembly complex.
The freed students are sepa-
rate from the 16 students of
Greenfield University,
Kaduna, who are vet to be re-
lease, with their abductors
threatening mass killing if
ransom is not paid.

The Kaduna State Govern-
ment last night expressed
overwhelming happiness
with parentsof the Afaka stu-
dents. The freed students
were received at the state Po-
lice Command Headquar-
ters.

The students, who were es-
corted by security agents, ar-
rived in two 18-seater Hiace
buses and an ambulance.
Most of the students ap-
peared weak and could bare-
ly walk, as one of the female
students was carried by a se-
curity agent on mufti.

It was observed that major-
ity of the students appeared
in tattered clothes. Some
were in their night wear

while others dressed half-

clad. Journalists were barred
from taking shots of the stu-
dents as they were led into

the conference hallof thepo- _

Jice command.

in 2 statement by Aruwan,
overnor  Nasir El-Rl:Ifal
charged the studentstOVIEW
sheir ordeal as a motivaton
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0 Kaduna, raze church, kill two, abduct many

Afaka Forestry students who were released by armed bandits, in Giwa Local Council, Kaduna State.

to put the past behind and
work hard towards a happi-
er and successful future
ahead.

ANDIS, yesterday, re- ~and Nasara Yohanna, whom
Bﬁ tate, — he claimed were volunteers.

turned to_Kad

were rescued by troops of
Operation Thunder Strike.
He gave the identities of

has condemned what it
called the admission by the

Federal Government that it -

those killed as Ezekiel-lliya——is-incapable of prosecuting

the epicenter of kidnap ac- ~— According to the Commis-

_tivities with more attacks in

the dreaded Chikun and Ka
ju | government areas
of the state, when they in-

“sioner, the bandits also

burnt a church and looted
ome houses in the area.
“The 13 persons, originally

vaded Mahu village, killing | from Dutse, went to work at

" two and Kidnappihg many.
~ The bandits also attacked
andrazed the Cherubiman

afarm located around Bakin
Kasuwa in Chikun LGA and

Seraphim

— Movement| dits.
Churchinthearea cominmoops on receiving credi-

day after bandits killed two

persons and injured others
in the area.

The Commissioner for In-
ternal Security and Home Af-
fairs, Samuel Aruwan,
confirmed the attack, saying
that 13 of those kidnapped

wereattacked by armed ban-

ble intelligence of the ab-
duction trailed the bandits
to a forest near Bana village
and there engaged themina
gun duel. The 13 citizens
were thus rescued.”
EACTING, the Peoples
emocratic Party (PDP)

_bandits, terrorists and kid-
nappers. It described as un-
fortunate the statement by
the Minister of Information
and National Orientation,
Lai Mohammed, that the
Federal Government is not
dutyboundto protect Nige-
rians from bandits.

In a statement by its na-
tional publicity secretary,
Kola Ologbondiyan, on
Wednesday, the PDP said
the minister's statement
has confirmed apprehen-
sion that “the All Progres-
sives Congress and the
Buhari Presidency have sur-
rendered our nation to ter-
rorists.”

The PDP stressed that the

statemnent by the minister is
another clear evidence that
apresident Muhammadu
Buhari is indeed absent, has
completely abdicated the
responsibilities of his office
and capitulated to bandits.”
The party said: “Itis incred-
ulous that the Buhari Presi-
dency, in its failures, is
abdicating a responsibility
exclusively vested on it by
the 1999 Constitution (as
amended) to operate all ap-
paratus of national securi-
ty: the police, military,
paramilitary and all other
armed services; to secure
life and property in all parts
of our country. Perhaps,

. President Buhari and his

minister of information
need to be tutored that the
Second Schedule (Exclusive
Legislative List) clearly vest-
ed the control of all appara-
tus of national security on
the Federal Government
and not the states.

“Itisunthinkable that Pres-
ident Buhari, who prom-
ised to lead from the front,
is now running away from
duty while seeking to heap
the burden of his office on
the states, who do not have
control of security agen-
cies,” the party stated.

The PDPcalled on President
Buhari “to come out of hid-
ing and address the nation,
in his own voice, on the
worsening insecurity in our
country, occasioned by his
misrule,”

MEANWH ILE, the alleged

disappearance of fiery

Catholic ~ priest,  Ejike
Camilus Mbaka, yesterday

s_parked angry protests |
Enugu by members of thr;_
church and his Adoratiop
Ministry. The protesters
who carried placards and
marched from the Adora.
tion Ministry ground ip
Emene, Enugu to the resi.
dence of the Catholic Bjsh.
op at Igboeze Street,
Independence layout, de.
manded to see their priest,
whom they alleged was in-
vited by their Bishop, Callis
tus Onaga, on Tuesday night
but had not returned.

It was gathered that the
protesting mob, number-
ing over 1,000, had gone to
the Wednesday “E no dey”
programme held at the
Adoration ground butwere
shocked to receive informa-
tion that Mbaka had not r=
turned since he [eft on
Tuesday night to the res-
dence of the Bishop. They
had therefore, ~groupsd
themselves and marchadto
the Bishop's court.

On arrival at the Bishop's
court and when informed
that the Bishop had gone
out, they forced their way
into all the rooms in the
massive compound.
Disappointed thathe(Mb2
ka)was not hidden inanyof
the rooms, they haul
stones and other danger
ous objects at the building
and in the process, d&
stroyed all the glass Wit
dows, doors, electron®
devices and other hous®
hold property.

Read the remainder of this
letter on www.guardian.ng



