Deadly Sunday as gunmen ru
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amok in Kaduna, Rivers, Borno

« How gunmen killed eight security operatives in Rivers checkpoints e CAN, El-Rufai react to bandits’ attack on Kaduna church

* Boko Haram invades army base in Borne * Gunmen abduct 35, overrun communities in Niger

* Policemen operate on mufti over harvest of atfacks in Imo * Southeast goverors, leaders seek restructuring to solve security challenges

——_From Lawrence Njoku (Enugu), dits attacked H ' unspecified number of
" 4 Saone Akhaine (Kaduna), Ann Lhurch in Chikun Local Gov- _worshippers also sustained
Q—— Godwin (Port Harcourt), Gordi ernment Area of Kaduna . degrees of injuries with a
~Udeajah (Umuahia) and Charles State, killing two persons medical doctor, Zakariah Do-
Ogugbuaja (Owerri) while many worshippers go Yaro, of the Kad

—_—

RDAY,theriskmapof ~_Were abducted. Before yes- "Ministry of Health, among _
%Méﬁwm‘-mterdaysamckaﬂ tiers of ed- ~"_those killed during the inci-

~ told newsmen that the ban-

_Was_stretched To_include =il
worship centres after ban- ~been

o

tcational institutions have “dent.
targeted. = Théchurch,located in Mani-
ni Tasha village, Kuriga Ward
of the local government

serially

e

reel

Conglomerates

9:00a.m. by the bandits. The
Kaduna State Commissioner
for Internal Security and
Home  Affairs, Samuel
Aruwan, confirmed the inci-

~dent.

A member of the church

dits upon their arrival sur-
rounded the church and
started shooting sporadical-

area, was attacked around ly at worshipers who scam- \ kidnapped. Many wor/

~pered for safety in different

shipers sustained injuries.
As I am talking to you now;,
wehave notseensomeof the
villagers who ran into the
bush. Most of the villagers
have fled to neighbouring
villages,” he said.
nned down,” he sai IN a_similar development,
“DrZakariah Dogo Yaro was dits invaded _Bagoma
shot dead and an unspeci- | community in Birnin Gwari
fied number of people were T . . -

directions.

According to Mr Yakubu
Bala, gunshots were heard
everywhere, throwing wor-
shipers into pandemonium.
“One  worshipper w

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

How gunme

e s e R T T e e N S e

deed all others in captivity.
The Kaduna State Govern-

Local Government a of rarid
€ state and killed six in cr\ and the FG should stop

— genes. Bandits also attacke

_...-\J\naidng noise about insecu-

£

Zr1ity and simply act now be-

Amfu viﬂage in Kachia COI.II'I\\_A}.,Q_ Nigerians will have no

¢l area where they shot a-—

woman to

faicondemned the attackon
a place of worship in Chikun
and other parts of the state.

-option th. i
death_»aolc\&p?"n an to turn to self-

= While reacting to 'r]ie'inth‘C"
dent, Governor Nasir El-R /{;M

EANWHILE, gory details

Harcourt-Owerri

He described them as shock- killing-ejght security opera-

ing acts of depraved persons®

_tves i

Rivers State. It was

far removed from humanity.
The governor who roundly
denounced the attackon the

innocent worshipers, who--
wereexercisingtheir natural—
and lawful rights to assem-
bly, represented the worst
kind of evil. He prayed for the
repose of the souls of the
slainand speedy recovery for
the injured.
Earlier this month, tens of
students were abducted by
gunmen at Greenfield Uni-
versity, with three of them
later confirmed dead at the
weekend. This was after over
30 students of the Federal
College of Forestry Mechani-
sation in the Afaka area of
the state were kidnapped.
IN its reaction, Secretary of
the Christian Association of
Nigeria (CAN), Kaduna, Rev-
erend Caleb Ma'aji, said their
hearts are saddened overthe
sorTy state of the security sit-
uation in the state.
“Today, innocent wor-
shipers who went out for
nothing but to worship and
pray to God were attacked, a
medical doctor and one oth-
erperson killed, many mem-
bers injured and others
taken into captivity. This is
happening in a nation that
her constitution allows free-
dom of religion yet this free-
dom is not guaranteed.
“We are appealing to rele-
vant agencies and praying
for the safe release of the ab-
ducted members and in-

Government
Lo

gathered that the gunmen,

They were said to have ad-
vanced to attack the Police
Area Command at Isiokpo
but were repelled by gallant

policemen on duty.
The Rivers State Police Public
Relations  Officer (PPRO),

Nnamdi Omoni, confirmed
the attacks on police check-

Omagwa/lsiokpojElele Ower-
ri Road. Details are sketchy.
“The Commissioner of Police

who started theiroperations ~has launched a full-scale in-

day, attacked four—check

Omagwa_in lkwerre Local

linchiscided thatattacldng"‘-amun_d—B:OOp'm' on Satur-  vestigation into the dastardly

e

points  from

attackwith aviewtoarresting
perpetrators and bring-
ing them to justice. Mean-

Area. while, the area is calm with

killed, three were said to be
military personnel, three \
customsofficialsand twopo- |
licemen. Some were report-
edly beheaded while others

| were burnt beyond recogni-
| tion.

urces said the gunmen
gained entrance into Omag-
wa and Elele through the
border towns in Imo State.
They were said to have
marched through the bush
paths and swooped on the
security men on duty
A police situation report
dated April 25, identified the
gunmen as members of the
proscribed Indigenous Peo-
ples of Biafra (IPOB). One of
the attacked checkpoints lo-
cated along Airport Road
Omagwa, belonged to the
Joint Task Force (JTF)and was
manned by nine policemnen
and two soldiers.
It was gathered that two
burnt bodies of security o
eratives were later recoverg d‘/
at the JTF checkpaoint, which
was scattered and burnt by

ut of the eight operatives{ ~reinforced and increased

joint patrols of that stretch
and other areas in the state by
the security.”
The Rivers State Governor,
Chief Nyesom Wike, has con-
doled with the security agen-
cies and families of the slain
operatives over their loss.
Wike, who condemned the
killings in a statement by his
Special Assistant on Media,
Kelvin Ebiri, described it as
barbaricand dastardlyattack.
The governorsaid thereisno
justification for such heinous
and condemnable attack tar-
geted against innocent secu-
rity personnel on legitimate
duty of protecting life and
property in the state. He
charged the security agencies
to be vigilant, as he affirmed
that the government and
peaple of Rivers stand in soli-
darity with security agencies
at this difficult time of un-
warranted and mindless vio-
lence.
> A LSO yesterday, insurgents
Aen‘gigéd_ ‘troops at their

base in Mainok community  (IDPs)
_of Kaga Tocal Government the cou

the gunmen. The gunmen, "of KagaTocal Governmen

accordingto thereport, later™_Area, Bo

insur-

invaded a checkpoint of the  gents stormed the military

Nigeria Customs Service at’
Isiokpo killing three cus-
toms

basearound 3:00p.m.withan
intention of sacking the base

officials. to loot arms and ammuni-

AR R e e N AN E

ion, but the traops stood
their ground and repelled

the attack with severe casual- /THE G
ties reportedly inflicted on

the terrorists./
Thiswasafter theinsurgents
had attacked residents leav-
ing many dead. The terrorists
whocameinno fewer than1s

have emerged of how points but failed to mention _gun trucks burnt down the
__some gunmen raided check- casualty figures. He said: “I ~military super camp in the
points along the_busy Port can confirm the attack on se- ~community.

Road,_curity personnel along the

~Thelatest attack is coming a
few days after the insurgents
attacked Geidam, the head-
quarters of Geidam Local
Government Area of Yobe
State and hometown of the
acting Inspector-General of
the Police, Baba Alkali, where
they have reportedly hoisted
flags.
OVE R35 persons havebeen
abducted and herds of
cattle rustled as gunmen sus-
pected to be bandits attacked
Chiri Boda and Fuka in Shiro-
ro Local Government Area of
Niger State.
The attack, which occurred
in the early hours of yester-
day left many villagers disori-
ented as many of them
scampered into different di-
rections in the bush for their
lives. The bandits invaded the
communities on motorcy-
cles.
Chairman, Niger Concerned
Citizens, Alhaji Muhammad
Awaisu, who confirmed the
incident, disclosed that 10
out of the 15 wards in Shiroro
Local Government Area were
underthe control of the dare-
devil bandits.
He said the only five wards
that were not under bandits’
control are: Gusoro Zumba,
Bongajiya, Bina, Sheyi lapa
and Ubandoma, but were
mastly occupied by the Inter-
nally Displaced” Persons
from various wards of
ncil areas seeking
temporary refuge.
The attack came barely 48
hours after Deputy Governor
Ahmed Ketso visited the [DPs
camp in Gwada and lament-

d that security issues in the
tate were overwhelming
wardian gathered at the

/ weekend that authorities of
/" the Area Command in Ower-

ri, at the weekend, may have
released detainees in the fa-
cility’s cell. A source told The
Guardian that some hood-
lums have written the com-
mand to promptly free all
detainees or wait fora serious
artack on them.

Similarly, other divisions
and stations may have fol-
lowed suit in compliance of
such threats of amacks.

Already, many police officers
of the state command have
jettisoned wearing their uni-
forms in preference for mufi.
This is to avert any identifica-
tion in the wake of frequent
attacks and killings by gun-
men.

Also, the city of Owerri and
environs appear calm as in-
fluential politicians and indi-
viduals who hitherto were in
the habit of moving around
in siren-fitted vehicles have
been going around without
police escorts. Many govern-
ment officials in the state are
covering their vehicle num-
ber plates over fears of being
easily identified by atackers.
PIQUED by escalating ar-

tacks in the region, South-
east governors, Ohanaeze
Ndigbo, religious and polit-
cal leaders of the zone yester-
day rose from their meeting
in Enugu State and restated
the need for the restructur-
ing of the country even as
they called on the Federal
Government to immediately
fish out and prosecute those
behindtheattackatthe coun-
try home of Imo State gover-
nor, Hope Uzodimma.

The leaders also asked the
various  attorneys general
and House of Assemnbly in the
zone to amend existing state
laws to accommodate the
Zone's new security outfit,
Ebube Agu.
The meeting artended by

n killed eight security operatives in Rivers checkpoints

host governor, Ifeany Uz-
wuanyi; Ebonyl goverg-
Dave Umahi; Abiz goermq.
Okezie 1kpeazu; and depyr,

governor of Imo, Pref gz 4

Njoku, restated their ban
open grazing in the zoms zm2

mé
called on security zzencie
and local vigilante to enfore=
it in all states of the south
east. i ”

Reading the communiqus

of the meeting, chairman of
southeast governors’ forum,
Umabhi, said the mesting was
in support of resoucturing,
setting up of state police znd
other nadonal issues to tack
leincreasing insequrityinthe
country.
He condemned theztizcken
Uzodinma and other stare i
frasucture, noting that 2=
resting and prosecuting the
perpemators would resorz
hope in the security of &=
zone.

Umahi restated the adop-
don of Ebube Agu with i=
headquarters in Enugn
saessing thai e oux
would work with the polics
and other security agendss
in her operadons for the pro-
tection of the southsast &
gion.

OWEVER, the Indig=

nous People of Biaiz
(IPOB) yesterday alleged that
all carde markers in the
Southeast provide s
havens for bandits and e
FOrists  masquerading 33
herdsmen.

[POB Media and Publicity
Secretary, Comrade Emma
Powerful, spoke in a releass
while reacting to the recent
assault on Nigeria Police and
Enugu State government o-
ficials at the Enugu Ardsan
market. In a telephone chat
with Channels Television last
night, he said a new com
mander had been appointd
in place of the skin P03
commander lkonso. He a0
promised serious and seniss
of reprisals in the coming
days.



