1,844 inmates roam free after Imo prison break

From Charles Ogugbuaja, Collins
Osuji (Owerri), Lawrencs Njoku
(Enugu), John Akubo (Abuja)
spate of coordinated
attacks by suspected sep-
aratist fighters against secu-
rity forces in the Southeast
continued yesterday as un-
known gunmen in the early
hours of Monday arttacked

» Gunmen invade prison, police headguarters

* Bum over 50 vehicles, sack army checkpoint

« Buhari orders security agencies to go after perpetrators of anarchy
e Uzodinma summons security chiefs, worries over security challenge
« Police IGP fingers IPOB as body denies responsibility

e [kpeazu imposes curfew in Aba, Umuahia indefinitely

* HURIWA, S’East youth group seek investigation, allege sabotage

most all the vehicles parked
at the command's head-
quarters. No fewer than 50
cars were set ablaze in the
process. Sources disclosed
that after the bandits invad-
ed the command, they also
freed scores of detainees.

They were said to have op-
erated from 1:00 am. dll
3:00 a.m. during which they

the Nigerian Correctional  During the attack,one per-  Hislifelessbodywasseenon  House, along Okigwe Road.
Servicesand the policehead-  son suspected to be a fleeing " the ground in front of the  The gunmen also razed the
Imo State Police Command

_ correctional centre located

" inmate was hit by a bullet
the Government

quarters in Imo State, free-
“while c carrying his travel bag.

ing 1,844 inmates, after
which the hoodlums set the
facilides ablaze.
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sang solidarity songs at the
Government House round-
about for about 30 minutes

before attacking the fadli-
des.

On breaking into the prison
facility with the aid of explo-
sives and dynamite, the at;
tackers told the inmates: “Go
home, Jesus has risen. You
have no reason to be here.”

According to residents of
Ikenegbu Layout, Okigwe
Road axis of the Correctional
Service, Wethdral, there was
heavy exchange of gunfire,
which was followed by
bomb explosion. A resident,
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