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Many allegedly killed as Abia/ Akwa Ibom border crisis escalates

From Gordi Udeajah, Umuahia

voked Killings of Ariam/

are Chairman and Secretary

FADERS of Ikwuano Coun- __ Usaka People” that the issue  of Ariam/Usaka Council of

co unities i

tate, who s

of unprovoked attackand the

Traditional Rulers. Others

ies calculated moves to grab were Deacon Obioma Igwe

with communitiesinIniand _their lands across the border ~ and Mr. Pius Ezekwe who are

“Obot Akara Council of Akwa_ of o (Ndiorie, Ariam
m State Elu, Obugwu Ekweluy,
save our s e Oboni-Upa, Usaka-Ukwu,

to their state (Abia

Ekpiri Ala-Ala and Aunuchai)

Okezie Ikpeazu,on therecur- by Ini and Obot Akara Coun-

~ ring attacks orchestrate

y _ cil people has now intensified

W‘Sﬁﬁﬁa’% tothe point where they their
bours lamenting that be- neighbours) want to push

W I.m#! them out of the land, which
2021, not less than 16 of their their ancestors magnani=|

= %/4\ le have been killed. mouslyallowed them to oc-
Ikwuanoleaders,under  cupy freely.”

the aegis of Ariam Usaka De-
velopment Union, addressed
a press conference at
Umuahia, the state capital,
and described the attacks on
their communities as unpro-
voked.

They told the governor in
their letter, titled: “Deliberate
Land Trespass and Unpro-

Inattendance at the confer-
ence were the President-Gen-
eral, Chief Boniface
Mgbaramuko; the Secretary
General, Barrister Sunday
Ikpeka; the Public Relations
Officer, Mr. Emmanuel Eko-
manna; two traditional
rulers, Eze Joseph Obaji and
Eze Ambrose Nwagwu, who

President-General of Ekpiri
Autonomous Community
and Regent of Usaka Ukwu
Autonomous Community.
They condemned the al-
leged killings of their Azun-
chai and  UsakaUkwu

Chief of Army Staff and prop-
erly designed to be built at
farm lands of Abia territo-
ries.”

The union further told the
governor that by their SOS let-
ter, they were urging him to
intervene and reverse the
above wrongs meted out to
their communities, interface
with the National Boundary
._Commission to properly de-

lineate the original bound-
aries across these areas of

i‘ﬁﬂiﬁenesﬁ their said Akwa
“Thors State neighbours over|
eir legitimate and inher-
ited farm lands, stating, “the
most annoying aspect of thi
greedy expansionist objecs
tive of the Akwa Ibomites is
the criminal reference and
surveying of the Nigerian

proved by the regime when
Lt. General IThejirika was the

Fire guts archbishop’s house in Kaduna

From: Saxone Akhaine, Kaduna
FIRI:‘ has gutted the House
of the Chairman of the

Kaduna Peace Commission,

was warned not to carry out
the bush burning, but all
the warning fell on deaf ears
till the unexpected oc-

leave them to God.
“My library had between
6,500 and 7,000 volumes
with almo_st half on Islamic

tension, seek for the estab-
lishment of military/Police
posts at all strategic spots
along the borders and de-
mand for compensation
from the Akwa Ibom State
Governme!

did at one time of another lost
lives and properties of their
people to the attacks.

Sequel to the reported recent
attack on the Ikwuano com-
munity on January 22, 2021,
the state Deputy Governor, Dr.
Ude Oko Chukwu, who is also
the chairman of the state
Boundary Commission re-af-
firmed the government asser-
tion and commitment to
protect every inch of Abia
land from being ceded to or
annexed by any group or
other States in whatever
guise.

He spoke when he led state
governmentdelegation to the
Usaka-Ukwu and Azunchia

communities follow-

Army Camp sited at the farm |_of Ikwuano peopleﬁﬂgd;itgg%hprecent]anumyZOZlat—

— bours, which attack report-

ile Ikwuano people al-
lege being attacked by their
neighbors, some uncon-
firmed reports credited to the
accused Akwa Ibomites
stated that the Ikwuanos also
attacked them.
This suggests thatboth sides

lands of the Obugwu people | from May 2020 to Janu, tacks on them allegedly by
\ of Ikwuano. 2021whose names they made Akwa Ibom state neigh-
e particular spot was ap_,m?ul_eml

edly resulted to loss of lives
and property.

The deputy governor re-
stated that Abia government,
would not allow her lands to
be taken over by anybody or
group that want to expand
their territories atall cost.

He described the renewed
intermittent attack and un-
leashing of mayhem on in-
nocent  citizens  and
communities along the
boundary corridors between
Abia and Akwa Ibom States as
condemnable and regret-
table recalling that he had
since the last report of vio-
lence, in liaison with his
Akwa Ibom State counter-
part, held series of meetings
with the National Boundary
Commission.

Adding that he would con-
tinue to mount pressure on
the commission until the
final delineation and demar-
cation of their boundary lines
are concluded, he reminded
the people of Azunchia Ariam
and Usaka- Ukwu communi-
ties that government was
aware of their predicament
including the killing of their
people but still enjoined

* them to remain law abiding

and maintain peace assuring
that government would al-
ways ensure that their lives
and property are protected.
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