izﬁleric killed in botched kidnap by herdsmen in Delta
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S churches the world over
lebrate Easter, the Celes-

tlal Church of Christ, Break-
through Cathedral, Delta

nored them. At that point,
those of us lytng down were
matched into buth and
they ordered us to remove our
garments and lie facing down.

“As we were about comply-

uartery, g, one of them realizing that

! headq
whose ympﬁﬁ“ﬂmmﬁa‘fﬂw had left one person at the
dor Evangelist Steyen Akpor,  church again led us back to

was allegedly killed
menywithin the chu

erds-
prem-

meet with the Pastor, When
we got back, they again or

ises along [bysaOgwashi-Uku  dered us to lie down while one
Epiu&rgay.mmmm_ommmmmmmmmp»

local government area of
Delta State, are In mourning
as they plan to move his fam-
fly back to his n com-
munity in Ughelli North local
government area,

The late Akpor, who was in
his 50s, was married with five
children. The church patron,
Barr. Peter Lotobl, who spoke

on telephone, with The
Guardian yeste sald: “We
are moumning in a meet:

ing at the church premises, as
we are concluding plans on
getting police permit to en-
able us take the late pastor’s
family back to his commu-
nity. It will make life easter for
them to be with their imme-
diate family who cannot
come around due to the lock-
down occasioned by the
COVID19 pandemic.”
A members of the church,
Mr. Temitope, who was also a
victim of the attem kid-
nap, gave graphic details ol
how Prophet was killed
by two gunmen at about
830p.m. on Good Friday,
while members the congrega-
tion were appraising deve
ment at the ch
According to Temitope: “We
were here with the late pastor
and some church members,
when suddenly two Fulani
men came with rifles and or-
dered us to lie down, then our
r got up and went into
is room. They beckoned on
him to come back but he ig-

tor in the room.
“Next we heard was an
ment as the pastor refused to
open the door. At that point
the second one joined them
and they started shooting in-
side from the window after
they removed the net that was
when we had the opportunity
to escape into the bush. That
was how they him
down from the window. Be
fore police got there and ook
him to the General Hospital,
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ﬂmu.,he had given up the

A member of the charch,
whao E::‘irm for anoeymity,
said: y officers the >
Tice station located Ciose to the
church did not respond even
with the gunshiots that shook
the entire area still baffies me

chose o cotne when

lefr. Sadly one of the ¢
cers even confirmed that they
sighted someone with & gun”

When contacted the state Po-

lice Public Relations Officer,
DSP Onome Onovwakpoyeya,
confirmed the incident,
adding that they palice have
commenced  Investigation
into the incident, and ex
pressed that with the
combined efforts of the police
with the local vigilante on
their trall, the suspects would

be apprehended and brought
(] book,
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