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One dead, property burnt as Unijos battles
host community

At least one person, identified as Mr. Jagahp, has been confirmed dead, and several carsAt least one person, identified as Mr. Jagahp, has been confirmed dead, and several cars
and houses, including a church building, burnt in a violence that erupted between theand houses, including a church building, burnt in a violence that erupted between the
University of Jos and the host community of Naraguta over boundary disputes.University of Jos and the host community of Naraguta over boundary disputes.

Plateau State Police Public Relations Officer, Mr. Gabriel Uba Ogaba confirmed thePlateau State Police Public Relations Officer, Mr. Gabriel Uba Ogaba confirmed the
incident and the death of one person, saying that the Police have deployed personnel toincident and the death of one person, saying that the Police have deployed personnel to
the scene, and calm had returned.the scene, and calm had returned.

He declined comment on the cause of the violence, saying “I can’t confirm the causeHe declined comment on the cause of the violence, saying “I can’t confirm the cause
now, but investigations are on to unravel it.” He was also not sure of the identity of thenow, but investigations are on to unravel it.” He was also not sure of the identity of the
man that was killed in the violence.man that was killed in the violence.

It was, however, gathered that the University has been in a serious tussle with theIt was, however, gathered that the University has been in a serious tussle with the
community, which had allegedly encroached into its land forcefully.community, which had allegedly encroached into its land forcefully.

The Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof. Sebastian Maimako had said during a pressThe Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof. Sebastian Maimako had said during a press
briefing that the matter has been reported to the Plateau State Government, which hasbriefing that the matter has been reported to the Plateau State Government, which has
set up a committee to look into the matter.set up a committee to look into the matter.

But yesterday, violence erupted again when the university allegedly sent some labourersBut yesterday, violence erupted again when the university allegedly sent some labourers
to pull down some structures that were illegally erected on its encroached land. Theto pull down some structures that were illegally erected on its encroached land. The
owners of the structure resisted the move.owners of the structure resisted the move.

The violence escalated and led to face-off between Christians and Muslims in theThe violence escalated and led to face-off between Christians and Muslims in the
heterogeneous community of Naraguta, allegedly leading to the burning of the churchheterogeneous community of Naraguta, allegedly leading to the burning of the church
building.building.

Police were immediately deployed to the community, and in the course of controllingPolice were immediately deployed to the community, and in the course of controlling
the violence, Jagahp was allegedly killed.the violence, Jagahp was allegedly killed.

The Public Relations Officer of the university, Mr. Abdullahi Abdullahi could notThe Public Relations Officer of the university, Mr. Abdullahi Abdullahi could not
confirm the incident. He said, “I have been sick and hospitalised; I have just beenconfirm the incident. He said, “I have been sick and hospitalised; I have just been
discharged. So, I can’t say what exactly happened.”discharged. So, I can’t say what exactly happened.”
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