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By Innocent Anorue (Lagos) and
Collins Osuji (Owerri)

O State Governor Hope
Uzodinma has denied brib-
ing any House of Assembly
member in the state to defect
to his party.

His Chief Press Secretary
(cps), Oguwike Nwachuku,
told The Guardian yesterday
that the lawmakers willingly
joined the APC, with the con-
viction that the new gover-
nor meant well for the state.

The All Progressives
Congress (APC) governor
edged out Emeka Ihedioha of
the Peoples Demiocratic Party
(PDP) as governor of the
Eastern Heartland through a
Supreme Court verdict on

non governmental

Imo govemordemes bribing lawmakers to defect

Police arrest suspected killers of councillor

January 14, which sparked off
protests across the country.

“It is not true. The governor
did not and could not have
bribed any one. Why would
he do such a thing?

“The defecting lawmakers
have seen the truth and they
decided willingly to follow
their consciences. It would
be unfair for anyone to resort
to use of the wilful defection
of the lawmakers to black-
mail His Excellency, said the
CPs.

" Beforethe Court judgement,
APC had no member in the

Assembly. Bur on Tuesday,
nine lawmakers, including

three PDP members, joined
the governor in the APC.
Following the cross-carpet-
ing, there were insinuations,
especially in the social
media, that money had
exchanged hands in Imo.

Areport specifically put the -

amount used for the ‘bribe’
at N4 billion.

But the CPS responded,
“Besides, do you know what
is N4 billion? Imo lawmak-
ers have come to terms with
the reality that Governor
Hope Uzodinma means well
for the state and that his
regime is going to restore
hope to the good people of
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Imo, and they have no I_
choice than to be part of the
history to bring prosperity | (H
to the people.” Fec
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