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Gunmen kill aide to Imo assets recovery
boss, abduct Sokoto businessman

Gunmen suspected to be political assailants have killed Bruno Uchechukwu, theGunmen suspected to be political assailants have killed Bruno Uchechukwu, the
personal assistant to the chairman of Imo State committee on the Recovery of Stolenpersonal assistant to the chairman of Imo State committee on the Recovery of Stolen
Movable Assets belonging to the state government, Jasper Ndubuaku.Movable Assets belonging to the state government, Jasper Ndubuaku.

The committee, which is chaired by a former member of the state House ofThe committee, which is chaired by a former member of the state House of
Assembly, Ndubuaku, was inaugurated by the governor, Emeka Ihedioha, shortly afterAssembly, Ndubuaku, was inaugurated by the governor, Emeka Ihedioha, shortly after
his swearing-in. It was gathered that the victim was murdered on Sunday evening athis swearing-in. It was gathered that the victim was murdered on Sunday evening at
Cherubim Junction, a popular junction in the state capital.Cherubim Junction, a popular junction in the state capital.

Bruno, who was rushed to a hospital, was confirmed dead by the medical experts. TheBruno, who was rushed to a hospital, was confirmed dead by the medical experts. The
deceased, aged 32, hailed from Atta in the Ikeduru Local Government Area of the state.deceased, aged 32, hailed from Atta in the Ikeduru Local Government Area of the state.
He was the first son of his only surviving aged mother.He was the first son of his only surviving aged mother.

Ndubuaku expressed worry over the incident, saying that the killing was either targetedNdubuaku expressed worry over the incident, saying that the killing was either targeted
at him or done to frighten him on his job. He also accused the opposition in the state ofat him or done to frighten him on his job. He also accused the opposition in the state of
being behind the killing, stressing that, “ever since the administration of Emekabeing behind the killing, stressing that, “ever since the administration of Emeka
Ihedioha came to power, the oppositions have caused series of havocs in the state.”HeIhedioha came to power, the oppositions have caused series of havocs in the state.”He
reiterated his commitment to continue with his assignment for the state despite thereiterated his commitment to continue with his assignment for the state despite the
attempts to deter him and his men. He said: “The young man was my personal assistant.attempts to deter him and his men. He said: “The young man was my personal assistant.
I think his killing was done by some people who are trying to hit me or frighten me onI think his killing was done by some people who are trying to hit me or frighten me on
this job and I don’t find it funny.this job and I don’t find it funny.

“I don’t know who is behind it but definitely, it should not be far from the opposition.“I don’t know who is behind it but definitely, it should not be far from the opposition.
They have done their worst but nothing will stop me. Even if they hit me, as I am dying,They have done their worst but nothing will stop me. Even if they hit me, as I am dying,
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my spirit will keep fighting.”my spirit will keep fighting.”

When contacted, the State Police Public Relations Officer, Orlando Ikeokwu, confirmedWhen contacted, the State Police Public Relations Officer, Orlando Ikeokwu, confirmed
the killing. He, however, said that investigation by the command would prove if thethe killing. He, however, said that investigation by the command would prove if the
assassination was politically motivated or not.He said: “Currently, we are keeping ourassassination was politically motivated or not.He said: “Currently, we are keeping our
fingers crossed and working on the leads we have so far.”fingers crossed and working on the leads we have so far.”

Meanwhile, the Sokoto State police command yesterday confirmed the abduction ofMeanwhile, the Sokoto State police command yesterday confirmed the abduction of
popular Sokoto businessman, Tukur Sabaru, by gunmen.The command’s Publicpopular Sokoto businessman, Tukur Sabaru, by gunmen.The command’s Public
Relations Officer, Muhammad Sadiq, said the hoodlums raided Sabaru community, aRelations Officer, Muhammad Sadiq, said the hoodlums raided Sabaru community, a
suburb of Sokoto on Monday night and kidnapped the business mogul.suburb of Sokoto on Monday night and kidnapped the business mogul.

Sadiq said police received distress calls through Kwannawa police station on theSadiq said police received distress calls through Kwannawa police station on the
incident and a team was dispatched and confronted the gang. ”Investigation revealedincident and a team was dispatched and confronted the gang. ”Investigation revealed
that armed hoodlums in their numbers attacked the residence of Sabaru, of Sabaruthat armed hoodlums in their numbers attacked the residence of Sabaru, of Sabaru
Village via Dange Shuni Local Government Area. Reports gathered that the hoodlumsVillage via Dange Shuni Local Government Area. Reports gathered that the hoodlums
shot sporadically and abducted Sabaru.shot sporadically and abducted Sabaru.

“Two women were injured by stray bullets on their arms and they are responding to“Two women were injured by stray bullets on their arms and they are responding to
treatment in the hospital,” he said, adding that efforts by police operatives are in toptreatment in the hospital,” he said, adding that efforts by police operatives are in top
gear to bring the perpetrators of the act to book.gear to bring the perpetrators of the act to book.
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