Fulani leaders caution Buhari over crises across nation

<capital, on Sunday night
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the .country where agita-
tions are not currently go-
ing on,
The GAFDAN chairman
stressed that the crises rag-
ing in the northern states
like Zamfara, Kaduna,
Niger, Sokoto, Taraba, Be-
nue and Nassarawa as well
as the agitations in the
Niger-Delta by militants, In-
digenous People of Biafra
(IPOB)in the south eastand
Afenifere in the south west
constitute amajor threat to
the survival of the nation.
“In moving the nation for-
ward, the government
must listen to some elder
statesmen, irrespective of
what theirpolitical views or
affiliation is. Obasanjo is
one of them. I have found
out that if any government
in Africa is to tap one-third
of what is in the brain of
Obasanjo and use it, Africa
will be . better.
“Similarly, West Africa and
Nigeria will be better for it,
Obasanjo knows our prob-
lem. And then whenever he
talks and explodes some-
times, 1 have found out that
itis because he has made ef-
forts to be listened o wirh-
ot success, He will then
feel thar pasterity  will

judge him harshly if he
does not come out to tell
Nigerians and the world
the truth of things.
“Undoubtedly, Obasanjo is
an embodiment of knowl-
edge, experience and he
knows very well the prob-
lem of our country, Nigeria.
There is nobody, dead or
alive, today that thinks the
way Obasanjo does or
knows what Obasanjo
knows. He knows Nigeria,
Africa and the entire world
like the back of his hand.
That is why I am advising
this government to tap the
brains of people like
Obasanjo. He is a person
that can lead the govern-
mentinto looking critically
at the problem bedeviling
the nation and finding a
way forward.”
According to the GAGDAN
boss, the government
should also listen to other
statesmen like Yakubu
Gowon, Abdullahi,
Sultan of Sokoto, Oni of Ife
and Obi of Onitsha. “These
people have this nation at
heartand would notwantit
to disintegrate. If they put
their machinery in place, 1
bet you that peace and
progress will be achicved.
But uniortunarely. nobady
15 mobilising them or seek-

ing their input in solving
the national crises. These
people know what to do or
the right people to call,
among other things in
solving the problems.”
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crises across the country The Director of Search,
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the Government, Boss
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According to a News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) re-
port, newsmen who later
visited the scene of the at-
tacks along with SEMA team
said dozens of the wounded
victims were seen being
conveyed in pick-up vans by
their relations to hospitals
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e Guardian learnt that —
the situation has forced the
people, especially women,
children and the elderly
onesin theaffected areas to
flee their homes for safety.
Some of the residents said
they suddenly started hear-
ing the gunshots all over
their communities on Sun-
day night.
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Confirming the report, the
state police command,
through its Public Relations
Officer (PPRO), David Misal,
who could not ascertain if
the suspects were herds-
men, said: “Heavily armed
bandits on motorcycles
invaded Tudiri village via
Jauro Yinu ward of Ardo -
Kola which is predominant-
lyFulani and Mumuye sertle-
ment and set some houses
ablaze. On getting the infor-
mation, we immediately
mobilised patrol teams to
the area, but before their
arrival, the hoodlums have
fled into the bush.”

The command said the sit-
uation was being closely
monitored by the security
agencies in a bid to forestall
any further breakdown of
law and order.

At the time of filing this
report, some residents were
seen moving out of the
affected communities en
masse.

One of them who spoke to
The Guardian, said: “We

heard that the herdsmenare |

regroupingtolaunchanoth-
er attack on us ronight. So
we are rclocating our
women and childrén to
Jalingo town for safety.

“Though the police have
assured us of adequate pro-
tection of our lives and our
property,with what we expe-
rienced last night, we are
fast losing confidence in
them. So it is better for us to
be proactive because heaven
saves those who save them-
selves.”

At the time of filing this
report yesterday, the state
chapter of the National
Youth Service Corps (NYSC)
was holding a meeting over
the safety of corps members
posted to the state,as the ori-
entation camp was said to
be just about a kilometer
away from the affected com-
munities.

Commenting on the crisis
in Taraba, the spokesperson
of the scheme in Lagos State,
Joyce Madaki, said thatwhat-
ever concerned the corps
members was a national
issue and NYSC would give it
utmost priority.

“NYSC doesn't joke with the
safety of corps members.
The Taraba incident was
unfortupate. Whatever be
the situation, the scheme
will put things in place for
their safety. It will definitely
receive well-deserved atten-
tion.” ¢

Since the posting has been
done already and corps
members are expected at
the camp from today,
Madaki explained: “*We do
not envisage some of these
attacks. the postings have

been dene alreay, but wher. |

ever such is happening, we
lenaw accurity will be put in
place for their salety”
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