DULY WAL AR it aaeae 1o
need for government to in-
centivise the private sector
so that it can contribute
meaningfully. There are
things that need to be done,
especially in terms of power
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and planting seasons. Also,
the rising security chal-
lenges in recent weeks in
Nigeria have added to the
escalating food prices.
“We believe the CBN might
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Fulani leaders caution Buhari over crises across nation
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the country where agita-
tions are not currently go-
ing on.
The GAFDAN chairman
stressed that the crises rag-
ing in the northern states
like Zamfara, Kaduna,
Niger, Sokoto, Taraba, Be-
nue and Nassarawa as well
as the agitations in the
Niger-Delta by militants, In-
digenous People of Biafra
(IPOB)in the south eastand
Afenifere in the south west
constitute amajor threat to
the survival of the nation.
“In moving the nation for-
ward, the government
must listen to some elder
statesmen, irrespective of
whattheirpolitical viewsor
affiliation is. Obasanjo is
one of them. I have found
out that if any government
in Africa is to tap one-third
of what is in the brain of
Obasanjo and use it, Africa
will be better.
“Similarly, West Africa and
Nigeria will be better for it.
Obasanjo knows our prob-
lem. And then whenever he
talks and explodes some-
times, I have found out that
itisbecause he has made ef-
forts to be listened to with-
out success. He will then
feel that posterity will

judge him harshly if he
does not come out to tell
Nigerians and the world
the truth of things.
“Undoubtedly, Obasanjo is
an embodiment of knowl-
edge, experience and he
knows very well the prob-
lem of our country, Nigeria.
There is nobody, dead or
alive, today that thinks the
way Obasanjo does or
knows what Obasanjo
knows. He knows Nigeria,
Africa and the entire world
like the back of his hand.
That is why I am advising
this government to tap the
brains of people like
Obasanjo. He is a person
that can lead the govern-
mentintolooking critically
at the problem bedeviling
the nation and finding a

way forward.”
According to the GAGDAN
boss, the government

should also listen to other
statesmen like Yakubu
Gowon, Ango . Abdullahi,
Sultan of Sokoto, Oni of Ife
and Obi of Onitsha. “These
people have this nation at
heartand would not wantit
to disintegrate. If they put
their machinery in place, 1
bet you that peace and
progress will be achieved.
But unfortunately, nobody
is mobilising them or seek-

ing their input in solving
the national crises. These
people know what to do or
the right people to call,
among other things in
solving the problems.”
GAFDAN feared that if the
crises across the country
were allowed to degener-
ate, the government would
not be able to tackle them.
“Ifthe nation has been un-
able to tackle Boko Haram
since 2009, then it is a
greater danger if crises
burst out in other states or
regions in the nation.
“Recently, the Secretary of
the Government, Boss
Mustapha saidifthe armed
banditry was not carefully
handled, it would be worse
than the Boko Haram in-
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Konduga Local Govern- Irom above not to open the
m@ad until 9:00 am.,” he
lamented.

The Director of Search,
Rescue and Operations of
the Borno State Emergency
Management Agency (SE-
MA), Usman Kachala, who
confirmed the killings to
newsmen when he visited
the scene of the attack yes-
terday, said the incident
occurred around 8:00p.m.
on Sunday.

According to Kachala, the

three suicide bombers, Km from their

"Comprising two_females

_and a male, detonated the _miserated with families of ~ away, were “burnt inside
__IEDsinalocal tea jointand

surgency. 1 totally agree  afilmcenrein thecommu-
with him because if you  nity, killing 17 persons in-
look at the way the thingis __stant]

building up now, you will
know what 1 am talking
about,

“Very soon, some religious*
and insurgent groups may
capitalise on it to recruit
people for other nefarious
acts. We should not allow
this to happen, and we
should do everything pos-
sible to halt it,” Bayari cau-

@ned.
Meanwhile, 30 persons

increased to30 on Monda

as a result of lack of imme-

diate medical attention.

According to a News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) re-
port, newsmen who later
visited the scene of the at-
tacks along with SEMA team
said dozens of the wounded
victims were seen being
conveyed in pick-up vans by
their relations to hospitals
in Maiduguri, the state capi-
tal, a distance of about 80
town.
President Buhari has com-

the victims of the bomb

“their

ital, on Sunday night
were terrified by indiscrim:
Inate shooting by gunmen
cted to be herders.
e Guardian learnt that
the situation has forced the
people, especially women,
children and the elderly
onesinthe affected areas to
flee their homes for safety.
Some of the residents said
they suddenly started hear-
ing the gunshots all over
their communities on Sun-
day night.
Though security opera-
tives claimed there was ng
casualty, an _eyewitness
toldThe Guardianthat some
‘people, _especially _those

'who were unable to run

houses.”

blasts. In a condolence mes- *~—Even though it was 0b-

sage senttothe government

ol—and people of the state,

Buhari yesterday decried
the heinous acts, stressing
that perpetrators of evil

The SEMA director said
that his staff couldl not
reach the spot of the inci-

have judgment awaiting
them, not only from man,
via the long arms of the law,

dent as the military hag—Dbutalsofrom God Almighty.

%‘Besides,i_nTarabaStat -__soldiers, the attackers
and the hospital in Kon- _lidents dur i Ka- ould have overrun the
suwan Bera, Jerbanbur and _communities as well as

closed the road to traffic <

duga did not have enough

facilities tohandle the situ- _Kona communities, among

ation.
“When my team and [ ar-

.havebeen confirmedkilled

other villages, in Ardo-Kola
Local GovernmentArea that

Tived at Konduga early this _adjoins_Jalingo,the state

served that normalcy has
been restored as angry
looking soldiers were seen
patrolling the areas, there
was palpable tension in the
Jalingo metropolis.

But for the timely inter-
vention of the security op-
eratives, especially the

Jalingo,
said.

the eyewitness
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