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laboration with the Niger-
ian Militaryand other secu-
rity services has
commenced  ‘Operation
Puff-Adder’, which is a full-
scale security offensive
- against  the  bandits.
“The operation isaimed at
reclaiming every public
space under the control of
the bandits, arrest and
bring to book all perpetra-
tors of violence in the area
and their collaborators,
achieve a total destruction
of all criminal camps and
hideouts, mop up all illicit
weapons fueling the vio-
lence, and arain "a full
restoration of law and or-
der in the affected commu-
e,
“Qur commitment o pro-
teeting the sanctity of life -
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v “trefd” Kakangi  Village 1900hs that armed men in
The IGPalso warned agains ostage, ' shooting indis- large numbers entered

flushed-out.

“the use of social media to

spread fake news, falsehood

and deliberate misinforma-
tion.” He urged citizens to
“exercise restraint in circu-
lating unconfirmed infor-
mation capable of doing
more damage to us all”

The press briefing was at-
tended by Chief of Staff to
the President Abba Kyari; Di-
rector General, Department

 of State Services (DSS) Yusuf

Bichi; and Director General
National Intelligence
Agency

Abubakar.

criminately and  setting
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houses on fire.

Gwari LGA, a neighbouring

“We weresitting in front of
the police station. Suddenly
heavilyarmed banditsstart-
ed shooting. I jumped over
the fence and escaped. As |
fled,Isaw thick smoke from
differentlocationsrising in-
to the sky,” said a resident
who sought refuge at Gagu-
mi Village, about 20 kilome-
tres from

But while the Federal Gov-
ernment tried w0 rein inban-
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community to Niger State,
shooting sporadically, at-
tacking the villagers.

“Combined teams of PMF
personnel, conventional po-
lice and vigilantes were
quickly mobilised to the vil-
lage. They engaged the ban-
dits in a fierce gun duel and
successfully repelled the at-
tack.

Kakangi.
Unconfirmed _reports  “Our gallant men gunned
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sacnﬁce during the intense
duel”
cnuclsmgrhe Federal Gov-

rity, Mr. Yinka Odumakin,
National Publicity Secre-
tary of Yoruba socio-politi-
cal organisation, Afenifere,
warned: “Nigeria may soon
be in serious trouble,” un-
less the current adminis-
tration stopped its alleged
mis-governance.

The National Chairman of
African Democratic Con-
gress (ADC) Chief Ralph
Nwosu, on his part,blamed
the alleged failure of the
current government to ex-
plain to Nigerians what it
has done with the defence
budget.

But speaking during the
launch of Operation Puff-
Adder at the weekend,

Adamu stressed that victo- .

ry over bandits and other
criminal elements could
remain a mirage, despite
the deployment of various
police units.

sain invade Kaduna community

“While we, as security
agents, will -provide the
lead in the prevention and
detection of crimes, the
public should provide us
with credible informa-
tion. The farthest we can
go in this task is to be de-
pendent on the commit- -
ment of citizens across all
communities tovolunteer
qualityinformation tolaw
enforcement agents,” he
said.

According to the police
boss, “we should appreci-
ate that hoarding infor-
mation on criminals,
providing safe haven for
criminals, or acting as ac-

_complices in any form is

tantamount to riding on
the back of a hungry tiger
and endangering not just
oneself, as an individual
but also the entire com-
munity.”




