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Stop the tragic student’s excursions

By Luke Onyekakeyah

pupils were involved in the crash. Three of

criminals. The s;tudents could also be kid-

x e pupils, including Tobi and Philip Adebisi napped. Why were the students exposed to
E death of 22 young students and thei esa ‘_ﬁﬂgmscr‘asl{\such avoidable dangers? Given all the nasty
teacher in a ghastly auto crash in Ka In the latest Kano incident, an 18-seater bus ossibilities, why did the school pack the

as conveying the students and some staf&égtudents on a bus for such a long distant

% lastweek once again raises questions abou
the wisdom of ferrying students on longin-
ter-state excursions. This is not the first time
students on such excursions have perished
in gory acridents. There is no official record
of how many students and teachers have
lost their lives on road crashes while on ex-
cursion. The Ministry of Education in each
state shotild regulate the way and manner
schools should transport students includ-
ing those on excursion visits.

All the accidents recorded so far are pre-
ventable if there were standing rules and
regulations from the Ministry of Education
that guide or regulate such irrational ex-
cursions. Every school does what it likes by
engaging uncertified public transport op-
erators and drivers to drive students. The re-
sults of irrational school excursions are the
fatal accidents that send innocent kids to
their early graves. Both the families and na-
tion lose the young minds that could be
leaders tomorrow:

In March 2010, for instance, 42 persons
ents and teachers) from I

Cent Nurs-
nd Primary School, Olupitan Ni ite

‘'of Government Secondary School, Misau in

Bauchi State to Kano on a school excursion
when the accident occurred on the Bauchi-
Kano highway at Tsaida village in Gaya local
government area of Kano State at about
1ia.m. The bus collided with an oncoming
DAF truck. Reckless driving and speed may
have caused the accident.

Among the 22 dead students were 12 boys
and 10 girls, whose bodies were deposited at
General Hospital Gaya. The others sustained
injuries. “Two of the injured were taken to
Gaya General Hospital while the remaining
one has been referred to a Specialist Hospi-
talin Kano,” according to Public Relations Of:
ficer of the the Federal Road Safety Corps
(FRSC) Kano State Command, Kabir Daura.

Now; let’s look at the nitty-gritty of the inci-
dent to show the lack of wisdom on the part
of the school. The driving distance from
Bauchi to Kano is 294 kilometres. It will take
an average of four uninterrupted hours to
reach Kano on a speed of 80 kilometres per
hour. If that be the case, the return journey
will take another four hours drive. That alto-

ndo State, perishedina ghastlyroad gether means 8 hours. It is unwise to pack
crash on the Ondo-Ore federal highway. The ~ the little kids in the bus for 8 hours under a

incident shocked the state and devastated very horrible hot condition.

families whose ITovely cEildﬁf@
_school and never returned home alive,
27 OnMayi,2011, a school bus conve ngfour

It might take another four hours to criss-
cross Kano city to do the excursion. Alto-
gether, the students would be spending a

pupils of Cornerstone Bright School, San- ~ minimum of 12 hours, Thatwould entail too
gotedo in Lekki, Lagos to school crashedon much stress and exhaustion on the part of

the Tekki-Epe Expressway along with five ~
“other vehicles during tFie early morning

ing four ~fested with robbers, kidnappers and sundry

sh hour. Nineteen persons, inclu

the students. The return journey would be a
night trip over the dilapidated highway in-

trip to Kano? Was the bus a school bus or
commercial operator that uses reckless
drivers?

Indication was that they were goingtoa
Hausa service radio station in Kano! What
is that? Is there nowhere in the entire
Bauchi State that students could be taken
for a Hausa language excursion. It is not
that they were going on a scientific excur-
sion to an observatory or things like that
that are not found everywhere. Hausa lan-
guage is spoken in Bauchi. Why go to Kano
for something that s available in Bauchi?

Itis important to apportion blame appro-
priately in this grave misfortune for other
schools to learn their lesson. Certainly, the
school did not act in wisdom and that has
cost the lives of innocent students. The
Ministry of Education also shares the blame
for failure to do their work. There are no
guidelines on how students should be
transported in Nigeria - no bus specifica-
tions, which is why schools, both private
and public, use all manner of vehicles and
drivers to convey students. The results are
frequent accidents and death of innocent
young students.

School excursions are usually fun trips
that excite students. It is not a suicide mis-
sion as most excursions have turned out to
be. The Kano incident has, once again,
brought to the fore the issue of standards
inrunning both private and public schools
in the country. The decay in virtually every
facet of the country’s life has created a cul-
ture of impunity whereby people and insti-

tutions do whatever they like knowing full
well that nothing would happen. Families
whose kids are killed in such avoidable ac-
cidents ought to sue the school and or gov-
ernment and press charges for
compensation.

For instance, it is well known that most
schools don’t have standard school bus of
their own. The schools hire rickety com-
mercial buses with reckless drivers to drive
students. Quite often, so many
student/pupils are packed like'sardines in
the decrepit buses. In the Ore incident, 64
pupils were reportedly packed in an 18-
seater bus for an excursion. The bus was
overloaded and that might have con-
tributed to the accident.

If field excursion is part of the school cur-
riculum, there should be guidelines on how
to go about it. The state Ministry of Educa-
tion ought to give approval before a school
undertakes an excursion. The approval
should be based on the condition of the
bus, the driver, the destination, and so on.
Why does the Ministry of Education over-
look something as crucial as excursion
thereby endangering the lives of innocent
pupils? Whenever a school organises an ex-
cursion, the students are excited but onlyto
go and perish on the road! Failure of the
ministry to intervene is why these accidents
keep occurring.

Itis high time that government made it
mandatory for schools to have standard
school buses for conveying students/pupils.
School bus ought to be part of the infra-
structure needed in a school. It is as impor-
tantasaschool building. Except this matter
is addressed by the authorities, students
will continue to perish in chartered buses.
This trend should be stopped forthwith.




