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to relocate to the state, as
ordered by President
Muhammadu Buhari, not-
ing that the police chief
was sighted for just a day,
following which he leftim-
mediately.
-Onoja said the IGPs initial
description of the “pre-
Zplanngd Benue killings by
“Ful ierdsmen on Janu-
\>, ary1and 2, 2018, as mere
/\’ communal clash” showe,
that Idris “does not accord
any urgency or serious-
ness to arresting the per-
petrators of the mass
murder.” o
He regretted that the
body language of the po-
lice boss might have “em-
boldened the herdsmen
militia to further lay false
claim of ownership to the
Benue Valley through a so-

Federal High Court in Abuja... yesterday,

Benue ovt say‘ no going back on nti-open gring

called right of conquest.”

The IGP’s statement, he
said, “is highly provocative,
insensitive and completely
violates the basic principle
of natural justice with his
open bias against the inno-
cent people of Benue
State.” -

According to the
spokesman, Idris has
“demonstrated his incom::.
petence as a police chief
and ‘we have lost confi-
dence and trust in him,
since he has clearly shown
that he either lacks the ca-
pacity to apprehend these
armed Fulani militia or by
hisinaction and utterances
portrayed himself as com-
plicit in the grand plot to
dispossess our “people of
their ancestral land by vio-
lent means.”

On claims by the police
that the state operates an

armed militia, the com-
missioner said: “It is not

true. Itis the prerogative of

the police to go after such
group and arrest them,
rather than continue with
falsehood. On assumption
of office, this government
declared an amnesty and
hundred of youths surren-
dered illegal arms. These
(arms) were  publicly - de-
stroyed in full public glare
and in accordance with
specifications of the Unit-
ed Nations, which sent ex-
perts to carry out the
exercise under the supervi-
sion of the Presidential
Committee on  Small
Arms.”

“If the IGP is really sincere
with disarming militias,
the starting point should

. be with the Fulani herds-

men, rated the fourth most
deadly on the Global Ter-

__lagers in Song Local Gov-

V- prisal and razed Fimba,
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rorism Index,” he added.
Meanwhile, a deadly clash

between herdsmen and vil-

1ence lawyers.

confronted the herdsmen,
allegedly killing four. The
herdsmen, in turn, staged a
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sons at the weekend.
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The Police Spokesman in
the state, Othman
Abubakar, however, put the
number at six. “The infor-

mation- I got:s that the

herdsmen lost three peo-
ple and the farmers also
lost three during the clash
between the two groups,”
said.
Trouble began when cattle
allegedly overran a pond,
said to be the only source of
water for a community. A

woman who protested

against the development
was attacked, sustained
machete wounds, but man-
aged to flee. The communi-
ty members mobilised and

_M_muh fAdamawa shiure and Tinde villages,
tate killed about 15 per- killing about a dozen peo-

le. :

university  lecturer,
Amos Yusuf; said: “I was told
by some of my relations
that escaped from the vil-
lage that 15 people were
killed during the invasion
of three villages, including
mine, bysome Fulani herds-
men. They burnt the three
villages and killed 15 peo-
ple” e

The poor management 6f
the farmersfherdsmen cri-

sis has continued to draw

attacks from the opposition
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP). Yésterday the party
criticised ~ government’s
handling of the killings by

same ACL.”

law

Fulani herdsmen.

“We believe that the Fed-
eral Government’s deci-
sion to setup a committee
to address the issues of
herdsmen killings is a pre-

% . _tentious approach to a
A resident of Tinde and a -
Dr.

matter that requires firm
action and, leadership by
the president, in line with
his oath of office to protect
all Nigeriams, irrespective
of creed, tribe and politi-
cal affiliation,” the party
said after a meeting of its
Natignal Working Com-
mittee and PDP governors
in Asaba, Delta State.

In'the joint statement by
the National Chairman
Princelche Secondus and
the Chairman Governors’
Forum Ayodele Fayose, the
party urged Buhari to ad-
dress the nation on how
he plans to end the car-,
nage.




