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* Three cops arrested for chaining man to generating set

olice post area of
Lagos State. It was gathered
that the militants, number-
ng about 50, stormed the
post_at the wee hours of
Tuesday in an attempt to

steal police gunboats and
other weapons.
The Guardian learnt that
Tuesday’s attack was one of
several attempts by the mil-
Itants between Ajah and Epe
axis, which the police have
repelled. The criminals, ac-
cording to a source, had ran
short of arms following the
sinking of some of their
boats and recovery of cer-
tain weapons in the wake of
the kidnap of pupils at the
Lagos State Model College,
Igbonla.

The source said the mili-
tants thought the police-
men were either asleep or
out of their post at the time
of invasion. “Unknown to
them, the police has beefed
up intelligénce gathering
and had lately deployed
men and material to safe-
guard the coastlines.

“The Commissioner of Po-
lice, Mr. Fatai Owoseni, got
information of their plans
and put us on watch. The
militants have attacked so
many times since the kid-
nap of the Igbonla students
but they have never suc-
ceeded. What we did yester-
daywas to take coverin case
of any eventuality. As sus-
pected, they struck and our
men engaged them in a bat-
tle. A ot of them were
| killed. Some of them es-

—

File pon of a police gun hoat

“We called for reinforce-
ment and the CP came to
the place that night with
some policemen from the
Special Anti-Robbery Squad
(ESARS). We are happy that
the militants did not suc-
ceed. I cannot say the num-
ber of people who died at
the moment but they were
many,” said the source.

When contacted, Owoseni
confirmed there was a failed
attempt by militants to in-
vade the police post but de-
clined further comments on
the issue. He said there was
an ongoing operation be-
tween the police and the
navy to keep militants off
the waterways, adding that
information would be pro-
vided in due time.

be sacked for allegedly
handcuffing a man and
chaining him to a generat-
ing set in the station.
The erring policemen, who
include a Police Inspector,
are currently facing discipli-

hary action, popularly
called ‘police orderly room
trial. If found guilty, the
three cops may end up los-
ing their jobs.

Itwas gathered that the po-
licemen had allegedly ar-
rested a suspect along
Bariga road on July 16, 2017,
but rather than hand him
over at the station, they pro-
ceeded to chaining him to
one of their generating sets.

Itwas gathered that the Di-
visional Police Officer (DPO)
of the statinn 1inraverad tha

who chained the suspect
and ordered their immedi-
ate detention.

Owoseni, who confirmed
the arrestata press briefing
held yesterday; said the po-
licemen are being tried in
accordance with the extant
rules regulating the activi-
ties of policemen.

“Inview of the desire by the
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) to sanitise the force,
the three policemen in-
volved in the act are being
tried and adequate discipli-
nary action will be taken
against them at the end of
the trial. The command
frowns at any case of mis-
conduct by its men. Police-
men are advised to operate
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