die by hanging in Yenagoa

From Julius Osahon, Yenagoa
som, an
nly son and one of the

when the incident hap-
pened.
Justice Akpomiemien fur-

killers of the Executive Sec-
retary of the Bayelsa State
Independent Electoral
Commission, (BYSIEC),

. Chief Simeon Akpane, has
been sentenced to death
by the state High Court sit-

~ting in_Yenagoa.

The 27-year-old Kurotimi
Clarkson, said to be a
member of the three-man
gang that shot the BSIEC
scribe in the head in 2014,
the court held, was found
guilty of a one-count
charge of murder.

Justice Margaret
Akpomiemien, in her judg-
ment, maintained that all
the elements that consti-
tute murder in law had
been successfully proven
by the prosecution team
from the Office of the Spe-
cial Prosecutor on Violent
Crimes and other Related
Offences, led by Arthur An-
drew.

The judge held that the
plea of alibi by the convict

“was inadmissible, as the
court was convinced that
Clarkson, a father of two,
was on the scene of the

“crime on October 10, 2014,
T e e ——— e

ther held that the Interna-
tional Mobile Equipment
Identity (IMEI) on the pack
of the phone, which was
snatched from the de-
ceased, as presented to the
court by the deceased'’s
wife and through which
the convict was traced,
were exactly the same.

.Of the three suspects,
however, only Clarkson
was convicted,as the oth-
ers, including Freedom
Allen, said to have pulled
the trigger, had escaped
from the federal prisons in
Okaka, Yenagoa.

Investigations had
shown that the culprits

- were traced through the

stolen phone, which was
sold to one Mallam
Ibrahim Abubakar for
N5,000.

The judge added that
though the accused did
not directly pull the trig-
ger that killed the BSIEC
scribe, all the ingredients
for conviction for a case of
murder, which was carried
out by the use of a locally-
made revolver, had been
met.
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