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40 Bonny Local Government disagreement between APC
& Areas  were peaceful. and PDP  supporters.
At Ubima the hometown of Voting commenced at about
!th_._the A PASESOVRIRO ..n-'"...
aid_ of state and Minister of membersofthe PDPandAPC
Iso Transportation, Chibuike agreed to proceed with the
ash  Amaechi, a presiding officer process, which was delayed
the  was arrested by securitymen due to allegation of diver-
Ity  for failure to produce result sion of election materials.
V€S sheet for his polling units.  -Governor Wike accused
Ng  AndatUnit three of Ogu/Bolo - security agencies of being
ch-  Ward Nine, political thugs used in Khana, Gokana,

€S.  snatched sheets and disap- Akuku-Toru and Etche Local

he peared. Government Areas to manip-
Ng  In Omoku, security men ulate the result of the polls.
Ng .arrested seven suspected He said that true to the
lis  political thugs in the convoy ~ claim by the APC governors
lis-  of a former commissionerin and leaders that they will use
10-  the state. federal might against the
ec- Election expected to take people, the military was used
ed place in 12 wards ini)_%g to rig rerun elections in parts
ral  opl in nine, due of the state,
1al 1o alleged diversion of elecc  The governor also claimed

M. toral materials. The incident that out of the 19 wards of
also re tche Local Government
of an elderly man who was Area, soldiers and personnel

PC  accused of aiding and abet- of the State Anti-Robbery
te, umcmﬁzm'—’—;m}fﬁ

Squad (SARS) hijacked elec-

€. election materials. tion materials for four wards.
ai, At Agbocha-Eleme, election  “I anticipated it. I tried to let
the world to know that these

U,  materials were destroyed in
i

', unit eight, following a fierce ~are the plans of the security

\
agencies ,in my entire polit-
1cal career, I have never

invasion by security agen-
cies. What causes violence is
when you give certain per-
sons undue advantage. Be

‘assured that we are resist-

ing it, it may take our lives,
but we will resist to the last.
That is what is expected,
when you are fighting for
freedom. You must make
sacrifices, ™ Wike said.

Abe, however lauded the
conduct of the election in
the state. He told reporters
after casting his vote at
Ward 16 Unit 10 Bera in
Gokana Local Government
Area at about 1:55am, that

-although he got reports

about few cases of late
arrival of materials and bal-
lot box snatching, he was
impressed with the con-
duct of the polls.

“Since this election start-
ed, this is the first ime I am
actually casting a ballot;
this is the first time many of

the people here are actually

voting. Well, it is not a perfect
exercise, there are cases of
late arrival of materials and
security challenges, like we
are getting report of hood-
lums still having the audacity
to come out to attack and try
to hljack materials in some:
areas,” he said.

The rerun elections were
held in 1,840 polling units
across the 23 LGAs of the
State. 37 elective positions
were contested in the elec-
tions. They include, Rivers
West, Rivers East and Rivers
South East Senatorial seats.
Also, eight federal constituen-
Cy seats were up for grab. They

are Tai/Eleme/Oyigbo,
Andoni-Opobo/ Nkoro,
Bonny/Degema, . Akuku
Toru/Asari-Toru,

Khana/Gokana, Ikwerre/
Emohua, Etche/Omuma and
Okrika/Ogu-Bolo.

The rest are ten state con-
stituency seats, including
Andoni, Asari-Toru 1, Asari-
Toru 2, Bonny, Degema,
Eleme, Etche 2, Gokana,
Ikwerre and Khana 2.



