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A wine market

In Delta, herbal concoction kills I3 in six months

From Owen Akenzuwa, Asaba

S Christmas approaches,
e National Agency for

Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC)
has issued ared alert to
Nigerians to be wary of con-
suming spirits, gins and
wines.

ommunity in Lagos decry bad road,

Head of the agency in large cartoons of fake
Enugu State, Mr. John Ok-  Chelsea Dry Gin labels,
wori, told newsmen that worth N64.76 million. The
NAFDAC recently discov- agency also tracked down
ered that adulterators of and confiscated a large num-
beverage drinks were fo- ber of fake labels of Amarula
cusing on the gins and drinks.
wines ahead of the festive Okwori, a deputy director
season. in NAFDAG, said the agency
NAFDAC recently seized11  had commenced a nation-
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wide massive mop-up of
these products. “Apart from
the tracking of fake labels im-
ported into the country, the
agency is currently doing a
mop-up of substandard, ex-
pired and fake spirits, gins
and wines in the market.
“But we need the co-opera-
tion of every Nigerian on this
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N Akure Chief Magis-
ate’s Court yesterday
sentenced a 26-year-old tai-
lor, Seun Badmus, to three
years imprisonment for rap-
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issue. Our people should be
wary of spirits, gins and
wines they buy; they should
securitise them to check that
NAFDAC numbers, produc-
tion dates, manufacturers
and countries of origin are
well spelt out.

“There should be a closer
look at the labels to see that
they are the normal and reg-
ular labels. They should also
watch out for the colour of
the drink through its con-
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pe-vear imprisocnmel
ing a16-year-old girl, accord- convict guilty of a count
ing to News Agency of Nige-  charge of rape.
ria (NAN). She, however, gave him an

The Chief Magistrate, Mrs.
Helen Komolafe, found the

option of N200, 000 fine.

s

tainer, whether it conforms  to her death. We have re-
to the original colour. If ported to the police but the

there isanythingwrongin  herbal medicine seller is
all these I have mentioned, powhere to be found in
do not buy the drink.” Agbor town.”

Okwori warned thatcon-  To arrest the ugly develop-
suming adulterated drinks  ment, the state government
could damage vital organs. s taking steps to flush out

“It can lead to kidney, liver or quack herbal practitioners
heart complicationsaswell  from the state. Dr. Nicholas
as diseases, especially when Azinge, Commissioner for
suchinjuriousdrinksare  Medicine, noted that herbal
consumed in large quanti- pharmacy would be closely
ties due to the euphoriaof  monitored with a view to en-

»

the yuletide season,” he said. suring its genuineness and
He further urged Nigerians yndoubted standard.

to promptly report to the Also, the state government
nearest NAFDAC office about  has sought for a Public Pri-

any drink they mightsus-  yate Partnership (PPP)initia-
pect to be fake. “Our offices  tive to develop herbal
are open for public com- pharmacy in the state by

plaints, enquiries m..:& advice proposing to upgrade the
every working day” botanic garden’in Mosogar

The warning is comingon o a centre for medicinal
the heelsof The Guardianin-"plant research and develop-
vestigation that in Delta ment.

tate, m\mﬂmﬂm\wﬁ havereport-_There have been in recent
edlybeenkilled in thelast times an upsurge of herbal
sixmonths due to consump- concoction practitioners in
tion of fake herbal concoc-  Asaba, Ughelli, Agbor, parts
gn of Warri, Ogwashi-Uku and
InAlifikede, nearAgbor,a_ jts environs, selling bottled
_victim(names withhe .. herbs with attractive inscrip-
boughta bottled concaction tjon and NAFDAC number to

for malaria treatmentafter oo unsuspecting members

she had visited several hOSpi- of the public looking for

tals for treatment-tono-avail. quick relief to their failing
After allegedly takingthe  health.
concoction, she developed  Reacting, the Police Com-
complication and wassubse- missioner in Delta State, Mr.
quently rushed toa hospital 7anna Ibrahim, said no ar-
ereshegave up rest has been made, as the
the ghosttwodaysafter. police have not received any
Her parents, Mr.and Mrs.  formal complaints. He

Igbinoba, who told The added however that the ac-
Guardian “doctors discov-  tivities of herbal medicine

ered thatour daughter’s  practitioners are been
womb was burntresulting  cjosely monitored in the
in complication, which led

state.

Delivering judgment, Komo-
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