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They tied both legs and hands. .

Confusion as man dies during church deliverance in Edo
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From Alemma-Ozioruva Aliu, Benin City

i T iERE was confusion and pan-

‘ demonium at Uselu Quarters
in Benin City on Mo yasa44-
year- old man identified as Os-
ayande Ekhator, was said to have
died during a deliverance session
ata “miracle” church named
Hope Ministries a.k.a Holy Ghost

eliverance Ce

Mrs. Isoken Okudaye and a
church member who claimed he
witnessed what happened, al-
leged that the victim was violent
during the deliverance and acci.
dentally hit his head on a nearby
generating set and died.
Okudaye said: “We have been
taking care of his father without
dny money. We don’t kill, beat or

ters, destroy souls. If they bring peo-
The deceased was said to have ple with Insanity, we heal them.”
died when he fel] during a prayer An eyewitness who pleaded

anonymity said: “We were in a

session and allegedly hit his head _ :
. . meeting when we got a distress

against a generating setin the

church._ call that somebody died in a
But not satisfied with the said o o f by church and before we came,
explanation, youths in the area 2 AN O\ B someyouthshadata .
stormed the church premises AT . . ) %'  church. The altar was shattered

with dangerous weapons and de- %2 E 4 = JFubie, AN and cars parked within the prem-

stroyed the church property, in- T8 A 15 . TR ® ISes were destroyed. We can't ac-

cluding musical instruments, - 8 B o deeed® T e g AR tually say who thg ac_tual‘ people

electrical appliances and vehicles. were until Investigation is com-
The father of the deceased, pa pleted by the police”.

Erase Ekhator, said his son visited lfhe Edo State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Steve Onwunchie,
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him on that fateful day and told W D Weveag T g s o W WU R . e :
him that he wanted to undergo . 8§ e~ L 48  confirmed the incident and said
deliverance, a request the father T, TR L il R R (Lo police had begun'lnvestlga-

tion into the matter and the find-
ing would be made public at the
dppropriate time.,

He said: “A 44-year-old man,
who went to a church around
Ediaken area in Benin City, obvi-
ously for prayer purposes and de-

said he granted.

He, however, noted that the de-
liverance session got awry when
he heard the deceased Crying out
for help.

- Healleged: “They forced him

and tied both his legs and hands « o o =k _ :
and carried a bUCkEt full waater "2 L Wer 2 _ r ad ".-'_T i “= llvera‘nCE, died Ell.ll‘lng the
- ~ | | TRmIIEES  exercise.

! and E uuref [{; nr;lhlshbudy dele Edo State Police Commissioner, Samuel Adegbuyi When we received the report
MOLAET Asked v y that was done _ death because the cloth he was our operatives immediately
and they said that it was tfvhat The sister of the deceased, Mrs. putting on before was pulled off swunp ot t'::-?'ln;nd e y :
they usually do to calm him down Omoregie Osas, said she sus- and they wore him another cloth ” s .agken iz ; ; e nrtmrp e

. after struggling for five tes, pected foul play in the death of But reacting to the allegation, T oAty

: only for Osanyade to die in their ;s brother. “ They beat him to the resident Pastor of the Church, ~ W"€r® autopsy would be con.

| custody. ducted.”



