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Jos Explosion: Casua
As Police Defuse Ano

From Isa Abdulsalami Ahovi,

 Jos

C}\/ TIMED bomb was defused
_ esterday atKwana Shagari

area of cal

“Government Council of
Plateau State by the Anti-Bomb

Squad of the State Police
Command, just as the death
toll on Thursday’s twin explo-
sions rose£o 37.

The exp™sionsoccurredatthe
Terminus area of the city in
about three minutes interval

leaving about 31 people dead
while 47 others were injured
and were rushed tonearby hos-
pitals for medical attention.

A bomb that was carefully
planted at Kwana Shagari area
was discovered by the resi-
dents, who alerted the Police
Anti-Bomb Squad personnel
that defused the bomb before
it could detonate. Kwana
Shagari is a Muslim densely
Fopulated area in Jos metropo-
is

After going round most hospi-
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talsin the metropolis,itwasdis-
coveredthatthecasualtyfigure
had risen to 37.

The Jos Terminus area where
the twin explosions occurred
on Thursday had been banned
to street traders because simi-
lar twin blast had killed over
100 people there in May this
year.

Though the area was banned,
traders, especially traders on
second hand clothing, still
patronised the area by spread-
ing their wares on the roads
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around 6.00pm when officials
of the Jos Metropolitan
Development Board (JMDB)
must have closed.

Plateau State Commissioner
for Information and
Communication, Abubakar
Muhammad Badu, yesterday
put the casualty figure at 32,
noting that 45 others sus-

tained injuriesasaresultofthe
blast.

Badumadethedisclosuredur-
ing a joint press briefing in Jos
that comprised the National

Emergency Management
Agency, State Emergency
Management Agency, Nigeria
Red Cross, Special Task Force
(STF) and the Nigeria Police.

He regretted the incident and
urged residents of the state to
be calm and watchful.

He stressed: “Reports so far
received from the security and
other relevant agencies this
morning indicate that 45 per-
sons were injlured while 32 oth-
ers were killed by the twin
bomb blasts.
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“Governmentwishestoassure
all thatitwill give the necessary
support to the security agen-
cies in order to unravel those
behind thiswicked act. We sym-
pathise with families that lost
their loved ones and pray for
the quick recovery of those
injured.

“Members of the Fublic are
advisedtobeonthealert,bevig-
ilant and cooperate with the
securityagenciestoensurethat
this kind of unfortunate inci-
dent is averted ip the future.”
Bﬂeﬁngiﬂumalistsan theinci-
dent earlier, Commissioner of
Police, Mr. Nasiru Disu Oki, said



