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By Odita Sunday

ITwas a day of reckoning
fortwosu -
ous armed robbers who
“specialise in snatching ex-
otic cars in Delta, Anambra,

Imo States and environs.

They were arrested by op-
eratives of ;he%%h State.d
Speci I-RODDEry Squa
ARS) in AsabaTe‘d?y Ade-
€bayo, a Superin-
tendent of Police.

While the suspects, Ifeanvi
y Angau[gu and Chidubem

waeke were Tucky to tell
theirstories; oneof their
- gangmemberssimply iden-
tfied as Ike was s‘ﬁi}lg* ad—
_during agun duer withthe
police a -ASaba
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e %an ad successfully
snatched a Sports Utility Ve-
hicle (SUV) from Owerri.
Imo State and drove it
down to Asaba, where they
used the SUV to trail a man
who was driving a Toyota
Highlander SUV.

As the man was driving
into his compound, the sus-
ected armed robbers held

im at gunpoint and used a
battle-axe to hit him on the
head after which they col-
lected his SUV.

However, luck ran out
onthe suspects, as opera-
tives of the state Anti Rob-
bery Squad (SARS) led by
Ademola Adebayo inter-
cepted them.

The gang was said to have
opened fﬁ'e on Ademola
and his team, who swift]
returned fire-for-fire, an
during the shootout, one of
O- | the gang members was
| shot dead, two were ar-
rested while others escaped
: with injuries.
| One of the suspects,
| Anyaogu urged the police
L0 pardon him as he vowed
to repent.
| “If Iam left off the hook. |
* | will not go into armed rob-
bery again. I will become a
born again Christian. I will

= oi—

We special

o R TR, e e, o e o L e T R e L - n N MR : -] el B, ) = o o AT ek - AL
AT e R b DR R LY bbb gen L e R TE TR LLR TRt e At ST R S AR - SHRAT s e L VIS st IRl S5

The suspects

never go for robbery. |

swear with my life, [ will be
in church serving God. |
will never do evi again,”

‘I know that what we did is
bad, but the €conomy is not
favorable and we must do
something to make ends
meet. Now that I know bet-
ter, I feel very sorry for what
[did. 1did not want that
man to die, that was why |
begged my gang members
(0 Stop cutting him with
axe. It they had continued
to cut him with the axe, he
would have died.”

His accomplice, Nwaeke
blamed Anyaogu for his
woes.

According to him: “I thank
God that I was not killed
during the encounter with
the police. 1 would have
died like Ike did. I was [iy-
Ing a good life, managing
as a commercial bus con-
ductor. Ilater met
Anyaogu. He was a bus con-
ductor but he later left the
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job.”

“One day, I ran into him
and he asked me why [ was
still doing the job he left. [t
was at that time that he
told me that he buys stolen
vehicles. He now intro-
duced me to other gang
members.”

The Commissioner of Po-
lice, Delta State Command
Mr. Ikechukwu Aduba said
the suspects had been on
the wanted list of the com-
mand.

“We noticed that the
hoodlums were coming
from neighbourin g states
and placed a surveillance
on them. I now ordered the
officerin charge of SARS, SP

Ademola Adebayo and his
team to fish them out.”

“A few days after I gave
that order, the hﬂuglums
were arrested. One of them
was shot dead, two arrested
and two others escaped
with bullet injuries.

The police boss said that a

few days ago, operatives of
SARS also smashed a gang
of notorious kidnappers
who threatened to agd uct a
veterinary doctor, Dr.
Michael Olatubosun and
his 18 workers if he failed to
pay them N5 million.

“The gang was carefull
monitored and some o
them have been picked.
The arrested suspects have
confessed that it was the
Doctor's driver who
arranged the deal,” Aduba
said.

He added that the driver
has been on the run. “But
I assure him, he will not run
far as my men are on his
trail. I'want to use this
medium to warn criminals,
especially kidnappers and
armed robbers to either re-
pent from crime or quit the
state, as Delta is no more a
safe haven for them. [ will
deal ruthlessly with them if
they fail to heed my warn-
Ing,” hesaid.




