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JTF arrests kidnapper’s armourer, others in Delta

From Willie Etim, Yenagoa

AgTHORI'IIES of the Joint
ilitary Task Force (JTF)
code-named Operation Pulo
shield yesterday announced
the arrest of Pearce Oyikobat,
the armourer to the arrested
Niger Delta most wanted
criminal and kidnap kingpin,
Kelvin Ibruvwe.
Oyikobat, who was declared
wanted alongside Ibruvwe
and others last year, was ar-
rested at Okpara Inland in
Ethiope-East _Local Council
Delta  State.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Head, Joint Media

Centre of the [TF, Lt-Col.

L

Mustapha Anka, “The suspect
has been on the run as he was
alleged to be the armourer of
a notorious kidnap kingpin,

Mr. Kelvin Ibruvwe, who has™

since been handed to the Po-
lice for proper prosecution”.

The operatives of the [TF, had
in a separate operation, foiled
an attempt by a group of sus-
pected kidnappers to abduct
a woman at Eku in Ethiope-
East Local Council Area of the
state.

According to JTF, “This was as
a result of a distress call,
which we intervened in con-
junction with the Nigeria Po-
lice, to rescue the victim

“that claimed the li

unhurt. The rescue operation
witnessed was a igunn duel

{ the life of a sus-
pect while_ others escaped.

—jremis recovered include one

Berretta pistol, a locally-made
short barrel gun and a mask.”

“The corpse of the suspect
and recovered .items were
handed over to the
Police at Isiokolo in Ethiope-
East LocalCouncil Area of the
state. Similarly, the |TF on a
tip-off rescued an employee
of the Shell Petroleum Devel-
opment Company (SPDC), Mr.
Johnson Erewa, from being
kidnapped. Suspects that at-
tempted the kidnap were
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handed over to the Police.”

Meanwhile, the Joint Mili-
tary Task Force (JTF) an-
nounced that it has recorded
a series of success in its activ-
ities against illegal oil
bunkering in the Niger Delta
region with the discovery of
an illegal oil refinery at Eg-
bokodo Itshekiri general area
in Warri South-West Local
Council Area of the state.
According to a statement by
LtCol. Mustapha Anka, the
items recovered in the secu-
rity operations include three
locally-made boats, one
pumping machine and a wa-
ter hose.
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