edeemed ristic

Df God, PasturAdE]are Ade-
boye was represented by the
Special Assistant to the Gen-

 Seven feared killed in exp

From Kelvin Ebiri, Port-Harcourt

ND fewer than seven sus-
Npected petroleum prod-
ucts pipeline vandals were
Vesterday feared killed while
several others sustained tn
_juries following an explos

| | near the Nigérian Na tnna Pe
| troleum Corporation jetty at
|_Okrika, Rivers State.

The Guardian gathered that
| _the victims are suspected to be
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panﬂiajyndmalg that spemai-

izes in the siphoning of pe
leum products from the NNPL
pipelines at the Okrika jetty.
Though the exact cause of the
early morning explosion is yet
to be ascertained, but sources

told The Guardian that the
T s
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“Three winners emerged in
the assessment conducted by
tested judges with documen-
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tragic incident was as a result
of illegal bunkering of refined
petroleum products by the vic-
tims.

A source in Okrika who
pleaded anonymity said thata
pipeline was connected to one
of the main pipelines at the
Okrika jetty to illegally supply
refined petroleum products to
the creeks where the products
are siphoned and then later
sold.

It was gathered that shortly
after the explosion, officials of
the NNPC had to disconnect
the pipeline where the acci-
dent occurred.

One of the persons involved in
the rescue nperatiuns but
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Orel:}g&ﬁdefullre who de-
scribed the programme as in-
spmng and Educatwe prayed
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who declined to disclose his
name, told journalists that
about seven pgrsons were
killed and several others in-
jured in the explosion.

The Chairman of Okrika Local
Government Area, Tamuno
Williams, who was at the jetty
to assess the situationgblamed
the accident on illegal siphon-
ing of petrol from the NNPC
pipeline.

Williams said the number of
casualties could not be prop-
erly ascertained as at press
time due to the difficult na-
ture of the terrain where the
incident happened and the
level of security within and
aruund the NNPC ]Erty

; '-': E, e _,.L_'L’:r“*':-d-\-‘: d'mv}&ﬂ it :_..._.;._..,..j..:;: T

i

5 explusmn toda_y

great day in my life,” he en-

thused.
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losion near NNPC facilit

He, however, confirmed that
the survivors of the explosion
were in hospitals receiving
treatment.

“There was an explosion re-
lated to siphoning of products
from NNPC pipelines.
williams also appealed to the
NNPC to ensure adequate pro-
tection and security of their
pipelines against such illegal
act to ensure that it does not
endanger the lives of Okrika
people.

An official of the NNPCwho
pleaded anonymity told The
Guardianthat the matter was
a security issue and that the
corporation will make official
statement on the cause of the
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