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News

-+ Two soldiers feared killed in Rivers’ plrate attack

» Navy pledges safe waterways

From Anietie Akpan (Calabar) and
Willie Etim (Yenagoa)

ARELY 24 hours after a
olice officer was killed by
sea pirates along the state

waterways, two _soldiers

“attached to the Niger Delta
Military Task Force code-
T nare ation Pulo Shield

were on l[uesddy Snot dead
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along the Tkuru Cummunlg E
n i Adoni Loca ouncii Area of

Rivers St
—Also. another soldier was

reportedly missing during
the attack while three other
civilians were equally wound-
ed.

The Guardian gathered that
the attack, which occurred on
Tuesday afternoon, happened
at Bavelsa and Rivers Staje

coastal borders.
Meanwhile, the Navy has reit-
erated its commitment 1n

fighting sea robbers and
ensuring that Nigerian
waters and the Gulf of Guinea
are safe,

The soldiers, according to
security _ sources, were
dep}uyed to provide Security

“for Z-Cube ConSIIUCHON Com-

any workers who are han-
Eling the Niger Delta Develop-

ment Commission (NDDC)

project.

The Joint Military Task Force,
through its Media Coordina-
tor, Lt-Col. Oyenma Nwachuk-
wu, confirmed the death.

The Flag Officer Command-
ing (FOC) the Eastern Naval
Command, Rear Admiral Joe
Aikhomu, made the call yes-

terday in Calabar at the end of

its programme tagged: Exer-
cise African Winds 2013.

He said the Navy would not
relent on constant training
and retraining of military per-

sonnel, as well seeking inno-
vative ways of securing the
waterways.

He said the vision of ensur-
ing safe waterways in the
country prompted the Exer-
cise African Winds 2013,
which was a combined mar-
itime capacity-building train-
ing programme led by the
Netherlands Maritime Forces
under the auspices of the U.S.
sponsored African Partner-
ship Station (APS).
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