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Drunken corporal opens fire at fast food joint

By Odita Sunday

DRUNKEN Bnlice corporal Mo-
ALuammed Abubakar on Monday _

(iﬁht opened fire in a public eatery,
allegedly

killin ne erson.

Three other persons hit by Alr'iu?ﬁ]ar's
bullets were rushed with severe injuries
to the Accident and Emergency Ward of
the Lag63 University Teaching Hospita
JTH]), Idi-Araba, vesterday night.

gwere sald (0 De In stable condi-

tion, while the fourth person died on ar-
rival atthe LUTH.

The victims, thr and a pregnant T8 S NG
woman were allegedly shot by Corporal S e

Abubakar from MOPOL 17, Akure, Ondo
state in Diamond Estate, Festac Town., fol-
lowing a disagreement over a matter,

It was gathered that the police corporal,
who was suspected to be drunk at the
time of the incident, shot the four vic-
tims,

The Guardian learnt that the disagree-
ment occurred that night at the fast food
joint where they sell mainly noodles. The
angry corporal opened fire on the victims
and took to his heels immediately.

The policeman who is now at large is not
attached to the Lagos Police Command.
He was said to be on an unofficial visit to
a company in Diamond Estate, Festac
Town.

Meanwhile, when The Guardian visited
the Accident and Emergency Unit of
LUTH, experts who assured that they
would survive the gun wounds were at-
tending to the three surviving victims.

The consultants regretted the death of
one of the victims, blaming his demise on
the bullet wound and the late arrival of
the patient to the hospital.
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A consultant who spoke with newsmen
on the condition of anonymitydisclosed
that of the three surviving patients, the
two men would go for surgery because
of the nature of wounds sustained from
the gunfire and also to retrieve bullets
pellets from their bodies.

“The pregnant woman who appears to
be a bit more lucky will not need surgery,
she will undergo intensive and general
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care and be discharged. One of the men
was shot in the eye, Ophthalmologists
are working hard to ensure the wound
does not degenerate; he will be wheeled
into the theatre for surgery.

“The second man was shot in the thigh,
hewill also undergo surgery, apart from
the damage done on the site of the
wound, there are indications that bul-
let pellets lodged in the muscles need to

be retrieved,” he said.

Confirming the emergency, Public Re-
lations Officer ( PRO%-'. LUTH, Mrs. Hope
Nwawolo, said the three surviving vic-
tims are in stable condition and are re-
SBFnding to treatment.

he hospital has drafted a team of ex-
perts to ensure that [hey are well taken
care of medically”, she said.

When contacted, the Lagos State Com-
missioner of Police (CP), Alhaji Umar
Manko confirmed that a police corporal
from MOPOL 17, Akure, Ondo State was
responsible for the shooting.

“The corporalis not from the Lagos State
Police Command. He is from MOPOL 17,
Akure, He was attached to a company in
Festac town, butIwonder what a mobile
police man from Akure is doing in
Lagos,” he querried.

The CP said he has asked the Area Com-
mander for Feastac area, Mr. Dan Okoro,
an Assistant Commissioner of Police to
contact his
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Squadron Commandertoex-

plain what the policeman from his unit
was doing in that company at that time. *

Manko disclosed that the command has

declared a manhunt for the corporal

who took to his heels after committing '

the act.

Another eyewitness told The Guardian @

that the corporal went to the fast § |

food vendor to eat noddles when quar- £

rel broke out between him and other
customers. The source said in the

RFGCESS, he fired sporadicallyand tookto | °

is heels.
“The
lynched
afraid to go after him as he was fully
armed,” the eyewitness said.

goliceman would have been | .
y the angry mob, but theywere | -




