Two feared killed in drivers’ union clash in Ogun

From Charles Coffie-Gyamfi,
Abeokuta

'I'WO li)eople were feared
killed and about 20 vehi-
cles seriously damaged
when members of the Road
Transport Employers Associ-
ation of Nigeria (RTEAN),
Ogun State Chapter, yester-
day once again engaged in
vliolence over leadership tus-
sle.

The battlegrounds yester-
daywere the KutoandIta-Os-
hin Motor Parks, two major
motor parks in Abeokuta,
the state ° capital.

. The Lateef Oriola and
1Mugisu Akinpelu factions

have for over a decade been
engaged in battle for su-
premacy. At the end of yes-
terday’s brawl, 20 vehicles
were seriouslydamaged. The
police confirmed that seven
people were seriously in-
jured. However, an eyewit-
ness told The Guardian that
two__people. _were _ killed.

Dangerous objects used by
the combatants were said to
include guns, charms, axes,
cutlasses, clubs and othefs.
. As of now, the Akinpélu fac-
tion is in control of the parks
but the Oriola faction in at-
temptto Seizetheleadership
position from them resulted
in yesterday’s. violence.

During the fight, travellers,
traders and passersby, at
both parks scampered for
safety. .

The fight at the Ita-Oshin
Motor Park was less severe
because of the police ar-
moured tank stationed
there, as the police were

uick to quell the violence.
The injured were rushed to
the Federal Medical Centre
(FMC), I1di-Aba, Abeokuta, for
treatment. -

Fourteen suspects were said
to have been arrested by the
security agencies, which in-
cluded the State Security
Service (SSS), Special Anti-
Robbery Squad (SARS) and

the Police.
There was also heavy police
presence in Kuto Motor Park
shortly after the violent at-
tack.

The Chairman of RTEAN,
Mugisu Akinpelu, while nar-
rating the ordeals of his

mermgbers in both motor -

parks, said seven persons
sustained injury at Kuto Mo-

tor Park but no one ‘sus--

tained any attackatIta-Oshin
Motor Park.
According to the chairman,
six of the suspects were ar-
rested by the officials of the
SSS, three were nabbed by
SARS ‘and policemen from
Ibara Station arrested five.

The State Police Com-
mand’s Spokesman, Mr.
Muyiwa Adejobi, confirmed
that five people were in-
jured and warned members
of the union to shun hooli-
ganism.

Adelobi in his statement
said: “Ogun State Commis-
sioner of Police, Ikemefuna
Okoye, has warned the
transport unions in the
state to maintain law and
order as the command
would not condone acts of
hooliganism or violence”.

The police spokesman,
however, said that there was
no death recorded.
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