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From Njadvara Musa
(Maiduguri) and Abba Anwar
(Kano)

MEMBER representing
arko Constituency in the
Kano State House of Assembiy,

. Ibrahim Abba Garko, was shot

dead by unknown gunmen in
Kano .at the weekend.

Gunmen also struck in Maid-
u§uri, the Borno State capital,
killing Rev.llesha Kabura of Ek-
ilisiva_Yanwa Nigeria (EYN
Church betfore his wite an
children in Polo ward at about
730 am. yesterday.

The gunmen in Kano were
said to have trailed the law-
maker on a motorcycle. They
finally got him at Unguwa Uku
in Kano. Two other persons
that were with the lawmaker
were said to have been injured
by the ‘gunmen.

There was no detailed ac-
countof howthe memberwas
killed and others injured. But
an eyewitness said the gun-
men fled from the scene im-
mediately after the incident
happened.

Hewasshot in the chest when
hewas with his friends. Imme-
diately after he was shot dead,
the gunmen opened fire on
his friends and left. The in-
jured friends were quickly tak-
en to the hospital by the Joint
Task Force (JTF) who arrived at
the scene immediately after
the operation. It was also re-
vealed that the place was con-
doned off ¥ the JIE

Up to the time of filing this re-
port nothing was heard from
the security agencies. All ef
forts to reach the spokesman
of JIF, Captain Ikedichi Iweha
and the Police Public Relations
Officer, ASP MeZFaji Musa Ma-
jiya, prove abortive.
An eyewitness and resident of
Polo ward, Ishaku Musa said

Gunmen kill lawmaker, cleric in Kano, Borno

Monguno flays Obasanjo over graft, Boko Haram

the gunmen in Maiduguri
came in a tricycle and trailed
the house of Ilesha, while
preparing for a church service
at 8 am,, before firing several
gunshots intohis head and
chest. He said the assailants
fled towards the Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC) depot, before men of
the Joint Task Force (JTF)
rushed to the scene at about
830 a.m.

The Guardian also learnt that
Ilesha was said to have been is-
sued a threat letter early this

ear, but his closed aides said:
‘When we asked him to relo-
cate because of the Boko
Haram threat letter, our rev-
erend said he left ever{(hing
to God, as he was the only pro-
tector, no matter the circum-
stances that could lead to his
death or assassination by the
Islamist sect members.”

The Polo area, including the
road that leads to the cleric’s
house was condoned off yes-
terdafy1 by the JTF and police.

Contirming the incident yes-
terday in Maiduguri, the Bor-
no State Police Command
spokesman, Gideon Jibrin,
said that there was an attack at

" the residence of the cleric in

the Poloarea of Maiduguri yes-
terday where gunmen in a tri-
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Jonathanadded thatinall the
states where his party has
lost, the contestants from
other parties were all from
the “PDP family”
On contesting the 2015 presi-

cycle attacked the house of a
retired  Christian  cleric.
Hesaid on locating the house,
the gunmen opened fire and
shot one cleric dead, before
men of the JIF rushed to the
scene  at 830 am.

On whether arrests were
made, he, however, said that
none of the assailants was ar-
lrested by either the JTF or po-
ice. '
Meanwhile, elder statesman,
Alhaji Shettima Ali Monguno,
attheweekend disagreed with
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo over
his recent comments on Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan’s re-
sponse to corruption and the
Boko Haram threat.
He stated that the former
Nfifgen'an president was wide
o) the mark.
Obasanjo had dun'lzlg1 an occa-
sion to mark the 40th anniver-
sary on the pulpit of
clergyman, Pastor Ayo Oritse-
jafor criticized government’s
response to corruption and
themurderousactivities of the
Boko Haram.
The former President also
faulted government’s ap-
proach in arresting the threat
insinuating that Jonathan was
weak.

Obasanjo added that the pres-,-

ent government missed an op-

dential election, the Presi-
dent asked for more time for
himself and cabinet to work
before he is faced with the
question of whether he will
run for elections in 2015 or
not. On whether last Thurs-
day’s comment meant his

ortunity to solve the prob-
em by not going tough on the
insurgents at the early stage
comparir;g the present ap-
proach of Jonathan to his re-
sponse to the killing of 19
soldiers in Odi in Rivers State.
But Monguno, sgeaking to
journalists in Maiduguri, Bor-
no State, faulted former Presi-
dent Obasanjlo, noting that he
had no moral right to criticize
his SucCcessors.
He said: “Somebody who
wanted to extend beyond the
constitutional term, tried his
very best to extend but was re-
jected is now advising govern-
ment to do the wrong thing,
“I do not agree with our for-
mer President that the Presi-
dent should use force, use the
military to crush what they al-
ways call the Boko Haram.”
According to him, he does not
believe what he sees, hears or
reads in the media, describing
Jonathan as weak does not
even : arise.
He said that even in the mili-

tary soldiers do notwantto go

to war unless it is absolutely
necessary.

He noted that even the United
Nations does not believe in us-
ing force in situations like this
and advised Obasanjo to reex-
amine his military and politi-

government is ready to re-
move subsidy on petroleum
products, flxonathan allayed

any of such fears, saying he
has made provisions for sub-
sidy on petrol in the 2013
budget. :

On the constant fuel queues

Jonathan
cal way of

life.
Monguno said that rather
than use force, Jonathan

should explore peaceful
means of resolving the Boko
Haram threat, adding: “The
President could come outand

- still employ the same tactics,

which he and the late presi-
dent (Umaru Yar’Adua? em-
ployed to have persuaded the
militants. He could have em-
ployed the same methods to
the Boko Haram of the north.
The northerners were expec-
tant that he was going to use
that.” .

The one-time Petroleum min-
ister called on government to
realize that every child born
belonﬁs to Nigeria and atten-
tion should be given to all to
improve standard of living.

in the country, Jonathan said
that by the time “the issue of
sanitizing the oil sector” is
concluded, queues in fuel
stations will be over. He re-
gretted that “as we are talk-

ing today, there is no fuel
aielie in Reanin Rantthlice
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