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United States (US.) President Barack Obama (second ﬁght) celebrating his electoral victory over Republin presidential candidate,

Buhari rejects
request to mediate

From Njadvara Musa (Maiduguri)
and Ezeocha Nzoh (Abuja)

CmNG his not knowing any
member of Boko Haram
nor the cause the group
stands for, former Head of
State Maj-Gen. Muhammady
Bubhari (rtd) yesterday reject-
ed the body’s offer to him tobe
one of its mediators in its pro-
posed dialogue with the Fed.
eral Government,

This came yesterday as gun-
men suspected to "be Bokg
Haram’s members killed two
Chinese nationals in Borno
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In a statement by its chair-
man, Chief Udoka Udeoga-
ranya, LLPP said it considered
Chinaasa friendly nation with
Nigeria and a major trading
partner and therefore re.
quired special measures to
protect the rights, property
and lives of the nationals in
Nigeria.

Boko Haram which last week

Mitt Romney, with his family ibhicago...yesterday.
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offered to cease fire and re-
quested among other things,
a dialogue with the Federal
Government in Saudji Arabia,
named Buhari, the leader of
the opposition Congress for
Progressives Change (CrC)
and its presidential candidate
in the 201 general election
and Alhaji Ali Mongonu as
their mediators,
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The leadership of the Cpc had
earlier urged Buhari to reject
the group’s offer to mediate
on their behalf, insisting that
accepting the offer would
mean going contrary to the
belief of the party which the
national shairman, Tony Mo-
moh, safls does not believe the
principle of destruction in the
name of religion, which the
group is noted for.

Buhari, who spoke at the end
of the CPC’s Board of Trustees
meeting yesterday in Abuja,
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Magnanimous
in victory,
Obama looks
ahead, thanks
Americans

By Onajomo Orere and Nnamdi
Inyama (with agency reports)

Was quintessential Obama

peaking - unrehearsed, yet
eloquent, incisive and states-
manlike,

His victory speech delivered
from Obama Headquarters,
Chicago Illinois at about 12.4]
a.m. American time was inter-
rupted 50 times by thunder-
ous applause,

Looking none the worse after
a grueling campaign, Obama
may have deliberately set the
tone to indicate his readiness
to reach out across the politi-
cal spectrum and seek coop-
eration with the Republican
partyand others to heal Amer-
ica of a division many fear
may ground the nation un-
less addressed quickly.

In the spirit of trye sports-
manship, Mitt Romney in his
concession of defeat at the
polls, also said that he had left
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Senate asks

CJN to swearin
Jombo-Ofo as
Appeal Court Justice

From John Abba-Oghodo and Bridget
Chiedu Onochie, , Abuja
'IHE Senate yesterday waded
into the controvers sur-
rounding the refusal of Chief
Justice ~ Maryam Aloma-
Mukhtar to administer the
oath of office on Mrs, Ifeoma
Lombo—ofo, and urged the
ead of the nation’s judiciary
to swear her in as a Justice of
the Court of Appeal without
further delay,

During the debate on a mo-
tion moved by the Deputy Sen-
atePresident, Tke Ekweremadu
and107others, the Presidentof
the upper legislative chamber,
David Mark, described the de-
cision of the CJN as unforty-
hate and posing a great

implication op~he sanctity of.
Hiswords:* nlication of
this is tha “aything

good in- olace
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Gunmen kill two Chinese nationals in Borno
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noted that his cf)arty had al-
ready expressed its position
over the Boko Haram’s request,
adding that he could not ac-
cept to mediate on behalf of
an organisation he did not
know  anything  about
The former Head of State, who
disclosed that his party had of-
ficially endorsed tge roposed
merger plan with the Action
Congress of Nigeria (ACN) and
other progressive parties,
faulted the Federal Govern-
ment’s handling of the Boko
Haram’s case. He noted that the
principles of the group did not
tally with the ideology of his
political party, adding that the
CPC had never believed in the
wanton destruction of life and
property,which heaccused the

oup of  propagating.

“Well, 1 think my party has
done an excellent job on that,
unless some people do not
want to believe. I do not know
any member of Boko Haram.
Secondly I do not believe in
their cause. “Ordinarily, if
there was a stage where I men-
tioned anything about the
sect, that was when I said that
there are three different
goups of Boko Haram. One

at was led by Moharnmadu
Yusuf, whom we knew very
well in the military. He was a

veryfine soldier,weall knew of,
they arrested him and handed
him - over to the police, a
healthy and hea young
man, and they killed him.
Again hisin-lawwas murdered
and their houses were razed
and the Borno State govern-
ment compensated them.
These things we criticised.

The second Boko Haram was a
criminal who used to blow up
banks and thieve money and
issue statements as Boko
Haram. Then I said that the
biggest Boko Haram is the Fed-
eral Government itself. This is
because it has all the power to
stop those killings. This hasled
a section of the country to be
paralysed. So how can I repre-
sent people Idonotknow?1do
not believe in whatever they
are seeking. I cannot work for
either the Boko Haram or gov-
ernment. I do not believe in
what they are doing, in de-
struction of life and property,
and the government does not
want to intervene to stop all
that. With all the military and
security, the Federal Govern-
ment could not stop that.

“Why should the Federal Gov-
ernment occupa/ some areas of
the country and victimise citi-
zens in the name of fighting
Boko Haram? “This type of
thir;%happened in Britaindur-
ing the era of Margaret Thatch-

er as Prime Minister, when an
armed group resorted to
killing and destruction, but
the British government did
not go and occupy those areas
and inflict more injury on its
people.Theyhandled tlzat situ-
ation carefully, using the mili-
tary and other security
operatives, unlike what is hap-
pening currentlyin Nigeria. To
me the Federal Government
haslostabsolute control of the
country’s security.”
Headded:“Weare optimistsin
the merger plan, and the ma-
jority of Nigerians believe in
the coming together of the op-
position parties if the ruling
party must be flushed out in
2015. Also the joy of multi-par-
ty democrat}( is the coming to-
gether of all the o&position
parties to challenge the ruling
party. And I challenge the
Nigerian elite to go and do
some research from 1999 to
dateand find out what the Fed-
eral Government under the
PDPhasreceived in moneyand
how they have utilised the ex-
cesses that have come to the
country. With the coming to-
gether of the opposition, we
are going todisappoint them.”
Gunmen inan unmarked Golf
Volkswagen vehicle shot and
killed two Chinese nationals at
a road project in Benishiekh
town of Borno State and

snatched their Sports Utility
Vehicle (SUV) at about 10.45
am. yesterday.
Benisheikh is 72 kilometres
west of Maiduguri, the Borno
State capital and an epicentre
of Boko Haram.
According to an eyewitness
and resident of Benishiekh, Yi-
nus Abubakar, the gunmen
came in two Golf Volkswagen
vehicles in the morning and
ambushed the Chinese engi-
neers working on the Damatu-
ru-Maiduguri dual
carriageway and  bridge.
He said: "We were shocked
and terrified with the gun-
men’s attacks and killings, as
we had to run into our houses,
when we started hearing sev-
eral gunshots on the Damatu-
ru road for 20 minutes. The
(gunmen) fled towards
Damaturu with the snatched
vehicle of the engineers.”
Onwhether there are other ca-
sualties of the attacks and
killings, Abubakar said: “No
other person was killed, their
target was to kill the Chinese
engineers and snatch their ve-
hicle and fled in the same vehi-
cle they came in”
Confirming the incident yes-
terday in a telephone inter-
view in Maiduguri, the Borno
State Police Commissioner,
Yuguda Abdullahi said that he
heard of the Benishiekh at-
tacks and killings.
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