Police Corporal Kills
By Gbenga Salau Reiterating his view in an earli-

'IHE ongoing demolition
being carried out by the
Lagos State government in the
shantytown of Makoko
claimed its first human casu-
ality yesterday, when the Otun
Baale of Makoko, Mr. Timothy
Aripena, lost his life to a stray
bullet from one of the police
officers drafted to the area to
prevent break down of law
and order.

The officer was part of the
police unit guarding officials
of Kick Against Indiscipline,
(KAI) who were enforcing the
demolition order of the gov
ernment.

The Baale of one of the affect-
ed communities, Chief
Abraham Messou, said the
already traumatised evictees
were further devastated by the
officer’s action, noting that
none of the evictees attempt-
ed to prevent the Task Force
from carrying out the demoli-
tion.

Accordini;o him, the slain
chief was having a meeting
with some members of the
community in the presence of
the Baale of Makoko when the
bullet hit him.

er chat with The Guardian,
Messou explained that those
affected had long decided not to
confront the %gvemment. He
said the peoplehad been orderly
and law abiding since the
onslaught of the demolition
squad ot underway.
This, he said, was why; the elders
ensured the youths of Makoko
did not go on the rampage, but
merely picked the body of the
slain chief and dumped it into
the boat the Police brought.

The Baale further said mem-
bers of the community appre-
hended the police officer, whose
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ABOUI‘ 6,500 residents of
gos suburb, Jjora Badia,
who were displaced by fire
outbreak have made passion-
ate appeal to the Lagos State
government to assist them,
saying they have been ren-
dered homeless since the inci-
dent.
. ti[l‘he trlt:sidlents, wl;}(’)tLamertlltled
at ost everythin,
had eveeryworked forin eﬁf'g

Makoko Evictee

Lagos Commuhity Fire Victims Seek Govt's Aid

name was given as Corporal
Pe{>ple Boma, from Oworo
Police Station.

Lagos State Police Public
Relation Officer, Ngozi Braide,
confirmed the incident in a
brief telephone chat with The
Guardian.

She however said the officer
shot at the deceased while try-
ing to defend himself, when

‘members of the community

tried to stop the demolition
team from doing its job.

According to the police
spokeswoman, the case would
be investigated and appropri-
ate action taken.

disaster, blamed the inferno
on electric upsurge followin;
high voltage power restore
by the Power Holding
Company of  Nigeria.
As at Friday, the scene
remained depressing: what
used to be buildings had been
reduced toashes and charcoal,
while residents wore mourn-
ful looks, wondering where
and how to begin life again as
all their property had been
gutted by ‘the fire
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