Suspected land s

From Charles Coffie Gyamfi,
Abeokuta
ARIMED thugs suspected to
ave been hired byland siec-
ulators on Tuesday night sacked
the residents of Ajambata vil-
lage near Atan in Ado-Odo Coun-
cil of Ogun State,

At the end of the three-hour
mayhem, two elderly persons
were feared killed, many others
injured and property worth mil-
lions of naira were destro

Weapons used included guns,
cudasses and other dangerous

Probe absolves Kaduna refinery of blame in alleged foxic wasfe saga

From Saxone Akhaine Kaduna

P{ELIMINARY investigation by
the Federal Government on
the allegation of toxic waste
dumping by the Kaduna Refin-
ing and Petrochemical Compa-
ny (KRPC) in Rido community
has absolved the firm’s manage-
ment of any blame.

Minister of Environment,
Hadiza Ibrahim Mailafiya, had
earlier ordered an investigation
nto an alleged dumping of sub-
stances suspected to be toxic
waste by the KRPC, at Rido com-
munity, on the outskirts of
Kaduna metropolis.

A Deputy Director, Pollution

Control and Environmental
Taalth MMM asvs TPmamfone B oo o

objects.One of the dead persons
was identified as Bayo Odunaro
while the identity of the other
deceased could not immediate-
ly be ascertained.

An eyewitness, who spoke to
The Guardian on condition of
anonymity, said the invaders
announced their presence at
about 830 p.m. with sporadic
shootings, resulting in the vil-
lagers scampering for saﬁ%

Also torched was the African

* Church building as the hood-

lums destroyed chairs and

of the Minister for Environ-
ment, connection with the
report of the alleged toxic waste
dumping.”

So far we have undertaken a
tour of the various places, we
wenttowhere the waste was ini-
tially dumped and to where it
was evacuated, we went to the
Rido community to talk to the
community head, we heard his
own
views, and from all we have
gathered, what we will do is to
get to Abuja, put our report
together with recommenda-
tions and we hope it will take off
from there.”

Bayero argued: “Some of the
actions that have been taken

benches in the building.

The village head, Otun of Ajam-
bata, Chie% Adeleke Akinde, who
later spokeé to journalists, alleged
that d?g attackers were led by “a

rofessional land = grabber”
Fnames withheld) that resides at
Eremi Illogbo with the con-
nivance of some residents of Orita
Ajebandele village, which is few
kilometers away to the affected
village.

“The harassment started since
2001 before degenerating to this
extent and we had complai

oratory and have seen nothing
toxic about it for now even
though we were told the chemi-
cal analysis is yet to be complet-
ed and we hope that by the time
the chemical analysis comes
out, of course the result will give
us clearer picture of the nature
of the waste.” Also, the Principal
Scientific Officer at the Kaduna
Environmental Protection
Agen?r KEPA), Maureen Oyedo-
ja, said the waste was not toxic,
from the physical test carried
out on the materials,

According to him, “we arrived
KRPC with my Director, Labora-
tory
Services, we went to the site in
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peculators kill two, injure others

the law enforcement agencies
but nothing was done to nip
the crisis in the bud, but rather

.than solve the problem of the

harassment, the land grabbers
had been using law enforce-
ment agencies to intimidate
and harass us,” Akinde alleged.
According to him, the elders of
the village had also petitioned
the State Security Service (SSS)
and the Assistant Inspector
General of Police (AIG), Zone 2
for assistance but no help came
until Tuesday’s attack.

‘When The Guardian visited the

+ village yesterday, the place was

deserted with the youths barri-
cading the roads léading to the
community.

However, the state Police
spokesman, Mr. Muyiwa Adejo-
bi, said he was yet to be briefed
about the incident but advised
the affected villagers to report
the matter to the nearest police

_station if indeed they were

attacked.

But the Ogun State Director of
SSS,Mr. Joseph Okpo, confirmed
that the villa ad last week
submitted a petition alleging
“harassment and invasion of
their villa%e by the land grab-
bers,” disclosing that his men
were still investigating the case.
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