journalist

From Alemma-Ozioruva Aliu and
Michael Eghejule, Benin City

CRIME reporter, Sashua
deghagba, attached to
Bronze FM, Benin, Federal
Radio Corporation of Nige-
ria (FRCN)owned station,
Wwds un Tuesday night shot
dead by suspected armed
robbers who had robbed
in the area while he was fix-
ing his car.

A policeman in mufti was
also hit by the robbers’ hul.
lets as they attempted to
run from the scene of their
attack when residents
tried to foil their opera-
tion.

According to the Con-
troller, News of Bronze FM,
Olufemi Fulani, there was a
robbery ogeration going
on near the place where
Edeghagba went to repair
his car.

The policeman is said to
e inan undisclosed hospi-
tal while Edeghagba’s body
has been deposited at the
mortuary. . ,

Edeghagba was a father of
three children and his wife
was said to be pregnant
with a fourth child. .

The state Commissioner
of Police, Olayinka Balo-
Eun, said: “There was a rob-

ery incident last night
and one of the victims they
robbed is a policeman who
the robbers did not identi-

as one since he was in
mufti.”

Balogun further disclosed

that during the robbery
incident, neighbours
raised an alarm and start-
ed pursuing the robbers
who opened fire, shooting
sporadically to pave the
way for their escape.

“In the process, their bul-
lets hit a policeman and

another person-who was

later identified as a jour-
nalist. They were not the
direct targets of the hood-
lums”, he said. :
This incident came exactly
one month after a camera-
man attached to the Inde-
pendent Television éITV in
the state was shot dea by
unknown gunmen.

A part of the Electoral Institute of the Independent National Electoral Comm

ted by fire in Abuja..yesterday

Gets Nilb from land administration

By Kamal Tayo Oropo

'I'HE Lagos. State govern-
ment has set a September

2012 date for the commence-

ment of the issuance of elec-

tronic certificates of occu-

- pancy in a bid to gradually

phase out the current one,
which has been in existence
for over 34 years. .
The Permanent Secretary,
Lagos State Lands Bureau,
Hakeem Muri-Okunola, who

spoke with journalists dur-
esterday |

ing a press briefin
on the first year of the Gover-
nor Babatunde Fashola sec-
ond term administration,
said the bureau generated a
turnover o Nio,

955,933,272.35 billion on land
administration in the last
one year.
According to Muri-Okunola,
the electronic C of O is
designed to prevent all
forms of unwholesome activ-
ities perpetrated by fraud-
sters and to deliver to the
people a current internation-
al format that is acceptable,
He said of the amount
recorded on land adminis-
tration, N3.5 billion was gen-
erated from the processing
gOVernor consent, stressing
that this year’s revenue per-
formance represented a
shortfall compared to the
over N13 billon generated in

f

Lagos to issue e-certificates of occt

the year 2010,

Muri-Okunola said the short-

fall was brought about by the
fact that almost all the gov-
ernment land schemes were
fully subscribed and closed
for further allocations.

“This challenging situation
notwithstanding, T want to
assure you that the bureau is
poised to improve its rev-
enue performance within
this new year and beyond
through a number of new
land schemes and other rev-
enue-enhancing  pro-
grammes that will come on

'stream”, he said.

The permanent secretary
also raised alarm on the
unscrupulous activities of
individuals and communi-
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