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From Kelvin Ebiri, Port Harcourt

E Movement for the
Survival of the Ogoni
People (MOSOP) has slammed
the Police for allegedly killing
two Ogoni youths opposed to
a planned relocation of a mili-
tary cantonment in Zor-Sogho
village, Rivers State
MOSOP spokesperson, Bari-
ara Kpalap, said government
must respect Article 30 (i) of
the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP),
which states that “military
activities shall not take place
in the lands or territories of
indigenous peoples, unless
justified by a relevant public
interest or otherwise freely
aﬁreed with or requested by
the indigenous peoples con-
cerned.”

Kpalag, who accused the
Police of shooting Mr. Goteh
Keenam and Mr. Dambani to
death, said the incident
engendered a provoked spon-
taneous reaction that culmi-
nated in the lynching of Mr.

Job Nkpai, who all y
invited the policemen.

He explained that some
chiefs and elites in the village
were accused of promoting
the planned sale of a large
parcel of their farmlands for

military cantonment reloca-
tion project without the

“free, prior and informed
consﬁpt—ot_flﬁ—p'ev‘p'l'a"
Kpalapsaid about two weeks
ago, the villagers had spotted
surveyors attempting to sur-
vey the controversial farm-
lands without any consulta-
tion and approval of the peo-
ple and stopped the job.
Afterwards, a communal
meeting was conveyed and

the people flayed some chiefs
and other community lead-
ers, including Nkpai, who
they accused of compromis-
ing.

Nkpai was alleged to have
reported to the police, “albeit -
spuriously,” that his life was
being threatened by some
youths in Zor-Sogho who
were opposed to the planned
milita base.

And based on this, some
mobile policemen were
deployed to the village to
effect the arrest of those who
Nkpai allegedly threatened
his life over the disputed
project. According to Kpalap,
it was in the bid to effect the
forceful arrest that the police
shot dead Messrs. Keenam
and Dambani.

Kpalap added: “We have
heard from all of the village
witnesses that the suspected
youths for which the police

came did notresist arrestand

there was no immediate
threat to the safety of any of
the mobile policemen. The
interviews showed clearly
that the murdered youths
were shot dead without any
good reason.
But when contacted at about
2:01p.m. the Police Public
Relations  Officer, Ben
Ugwegbulam, told The

Guardian that he was still try-
ing to gather facts surround-
ing the incidenhand that he
ca

would back.
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